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“Pansies for Thoughts” 


By Lula Gaines Winston 


66 ANSIES for thoughts ’—for thoughts of 
thee, O God, 

Who decks the tiny flow'r so gaudily, 
Whose love and care in every hue I see, 
Whose gold and crimson, of the common clod, 
Make ground too holy to be lightly trod. 

With head bowed low above the mystery, 

I bend the knee in holy ecstasy, 

And trembling rise, to walk with feet unshod 

The paths made sacred by thy presence, Lord.* 

God of the pansy, faith looks up anew, 

The heart. aglow with love. If sun and dew 

Can thus transmute the clay, I'll trust thy word. 
Thou, Sun: of Righteousness, with light divine, 

Do what thou wilt with this poor life of mine. 








Miss Content Patterson’s Call 


From a work so great that it did not seem that 
she could be spared, Miss Content Patterson has been 
called to something ‘‘ very far better,’’ in the actual 
presence of her Lord. Readers of The Sunday School 
Times have known of the breakdown in health that 
obliged her last spring to discontinue her weekly arti- 
cles in these columns to teachers of girls. For the 
past five years Miss Patterson has been Director of 
Bible Teaching in the Moody Church Sunday-school 
of Chicago. She was a member of the Adult Bible 
Class Committee of the International Sunday School 
Association, and was in constant demand as a speaker at 
conferences and conventions. At the Moody Sunday- 
school she was in charge of grading and of the 
teacher-training classes, while she also taught a young 
woman's Bible class of over one hundred members, 
And she was also. President of the Young Women's 
Home of the Moody Church, where some forty young 
woman, at school or in business in Chicago, are given 
the privileges of a Christian environment. Her life 
for years past has teemed with activities in our Lord's 
name. In recent years she was praising God for Hav- 
ing led her out into a richer appropriation of Christ 
in his fulness. The Bible was a direct message from 


God to Miss Patterson. This yearshe wrote: ‘The 
Lord has greatly blessed me through this illness, and 
has taught me many lessons that I sorely needed to 
learn ; some of the sweetest hours of my life I have 
had these past months with God’s Word—a living 
word,’’ And now His Word is richer, dearer to her 
than the best that she ever knew of it here. 


x 

Impossible 

‘«Impossible’’ is one of the most hopeful words 
in our language. When we see that something which 
must be done is impossible, it is a direct invitation to 
let God in. The greatest human scientific discover- 
ies and inventions the world has ever known have 
been in connection with the things that men before 
that called impossible. As a Christian looks.back 
over his lifetime, the brightest, best, most wonderful 
experiences in it shine out where he had- been able 
to see only the word ‘‘impossible.’’ That word isa 
veritable bridge between our little resources and God's 
great resources. When wecome tothe ‘‘impossible,’’ 
God is saying to us, ‘‘Now exchange your poverty 
for-my riches.’" The oftener we make this exchange, 
the more gladly may we welcome our old friend..the 
impossible whenever he appears on the horizon. 


x 
“The Work That Is Not Mine” 


: When we do too much, we are not doing enough. 
God wants to capitalize our time for himself at one 
hundred percent: **-Many of us who are im his service 
try to capitalize it at one hundred and twenty, or 
thirty, or forty percent ; and so we fall far below the 
standard that he would liketo have us reach, Satan 
loves to keep Christians over-busy in the Lord's 
service. It is one of the commonest causes of. ineffi- 
ciency among Christian workers. A minister of great 
responsibilities, after laying down a certain. task, 


< 


wrote to a friend : ‘‘I really did wrong in undertaking 
it; but I so long to do what my friends want me to 
do that I sin in undertaking too much. You know 
that verse of Courtenay Fenn’s poem : ; 


*I need a Friend who knows me 
So fully through and through, 
He’ll ne’er misjudge a motive 
Nor let me try to do 
More work than I can manage, 
The work that is not mine, 
Because of vain ambition 
Or conscience drawn too fine,’ ”’ 


Such a man can now do more for the Lord because 
he is attempting to do less, May we all be restrained 
from keeping so busy in outward activities for God 
that He is given little opportunity to tell us what he 
really wants us to do, 

x 


Lifted: Then Kept 

It is better to walk without falling than to re- 
cover from a fall. God's grace is ready and able to 
accomplish both these miracles in our life. After 
failure, Christ instantly restores the penitent and 
trusting sinner, and: does this so completely and mi- 
raculously that the restored life is as though the fail- 
ure had never occurred, But there is even a better 
experience of God's grace that we can all have, It is 
Suggested in a sentence that appeared in The Chris- 
tian Herald : ‘‘God is not only a present help in time 
of trouble, but a great help in keeping out‘of trouble.’’ 
It is better to keep well than to get cured. It is bet- 
ter to be kept from failure than to be restored after 
failure. And the ‘‘keeping’’ power of our Lord 
Jesus Christ is God's offer to all saved sinners. After 
he has lifted us up, our Saviour wants! ‘us to let him 
keep us up. He is able to make our ‘‘walk"’ in 
Him an experience of being led always in triumph. 
Our Lord will not only lift you after you have fallen, 
but he ‘is able to guard you from stumbling."’ 


The Children’s Angels 


From an unpublished sermon by Dr. J. R. Miller 


HERE are two classes of persons who are held in 
highest honor in heaven, if they are faithful, 
—the children’s parents and the children’s 

teachers. 

I believe there are angels who are spirits, whom we 
cannot see, whose touch we cannot feel, wkose voices 
we cannot hear. I believe that there is a ministry of 
these holy messengers to which we owe more than we 
can ever know. They guard us and guide us and 
defend us and help us. Jesus would not have spoken 
as he did about the children’s angels always seeing 
God's face if the belief of his people had been only 
a rabbinical fancy. There are angels who ever minis- 
ter both to childhood and to age, 

But the best angels are the mothers and fathers and 
teachers. I am sure God wants them to be the chil- 
dren’s angels. 

It is a holy moment when a baby is laid in the 
arms of a mother or a father. One speaks out of the 
silences and says, ‘‘ Take this child, and nurse it for 
me.’’ It is for God that they are to nurse the child 
—his child and theirs. 

It is not easy to be the children’s angels in the 
home and then also outside in the world. Sin is 
everywhere. Many a beautiful young life is hurt in 
the battles with temptation. It is very sad when 
death comes into a home, and one we love lies amid 
the flowers. But death is not the worst evil. There 
are poignant sorrows in homes where there is no 
vacant chair. It was a bitter night when one of our 
Sunday-school boys was brought home dead ; but I 
have known bitterer nights again and again, in homes 


where the grief was not death's work. Let us think 
about our living and their perils, and be God's angels 
to them, ministering to them in all wise and loving 
ways, while we have them with us. 

But teachers as well as parents are children's angels. 
I do not believe that those who teach the little chil- 
dren have any true sense of the honor that is theirs, 
or begin to realize how dear they are to God. I have 
read somewhere this beautiful story of old Jewish 
times : There had been a great ‘drought,—no rain for 
many months, The fields were parched, and the 
springs were dry, and there was distress everywhere. 
The people came together to pray for rain. Rabbis 
and great men prayed, but no rain came, Prophets 
and rulers prayed; but the sky remained cloudless. 
At last came a quiet, plain, unknown man, and he 
offered prayer, At once clouds began to gather, and 
soon the rain was falling. The people asked him who 
he was, and he answered, ‘‘I am a teacher of little 
children.’’ This man was heard in heaven when 
rabbis and- prophets had pleaded in vain. 

What is said of the children’s angels is true 
also of the children’s parents and teachers. They 
stand always before the face of the Father. The fact 
that they love the children and are interested in their 
lives, and are seeking to shield them, and teach them, 
and help them to know Christ and follow him, gives 
to teachers a sacred and holy privilege which no others 
have. When the teacher goes in eager haste to God 
in behalf of a little child he will not be kept waiting, 
and his prayer will not fail to be answered. Teachers 
should read the Master's words, and think of them- 
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selves as the children’s angels and the privileges of 
the children’s angels as their privileges. ‘‘In heaven 
their angels do always behold the face of my Father 
who is in heaven.”’ , 
. So many parents and teachers have only comfort in 
heir hearts as they think of their privilege. Their 
children are safe. At least, the children are not giv- 
ing them anxiety. There are but few tragedies of 
childhood in their own homes. 

But does our duty to the children end with our own 
family, or our own class? Peter was so happy on the 
transfiguration mount that he wished to build taber- 
nacles and stay there. But that very hour there was 
a poor boy at the foot of the mountain, held in the 
power of a foul demon, waiting for the Master to 
come down, So as we sing our glad songs, and thank 
God for his grace to us, there are great throngs of 
children outside who have no interest in these things. 
Think of the children who are living in crowded tene- 
ments, on narrow streets, who are nursed in drunk- 
ards’ homes, who are brought up in the atmosphere 
of vice and all moral foulness! When we gather our 
children in our home and speak to God for them we 
need to remember that there are other children who 
seem to have been stolen away from God and sold to 
the devil, When we sit down with our class and look 
into the faces of the boys and girls and see there, out- 
shining, the signs of divinity and the marks of beauty, 
let us think with pity and with a prayer in our heart 
of other children of like age, who already bear the 
traces of sin on their features. We have the privilege 
of children’s angels. We are permitted to enter al- 
ways into God's presence. Let us plead for these 
imperiled ones when we stand before the King. 

There are parents or teachers who are grieved over 
straying ones for whom they have: prayed long and 
earnestly, but, as it seems, in vain. Let me remind 
these parents and teachers of their privilege of access 
to God always. We must never be discouraged. Men 
ought always to pray and not to faint, said the Mas- 
ter. Let us claim our privilege, and stay before God 
till we lead our straying one back again. 

Have you ever noticed that after Christ's words 
concerning the children and their angels, as recorded 
by Matthew, the question is asked ; ‘* How think ye? 
if any man have a hundred sheep, and.one of them 
be gone astray, doth he not leave the ninety and nine, 
and go into-the mountains, and seek that which goeth 
astray ?'’ This shows again the dearness of the little 
ones to Christ. The poor wandering boy for whom 
the father or the teacher has pleaded so long, and who 
is still out on the mountains,—the father is not the 
only one who' is interested in him, See the Good 
Shepherd, going out after him. 

There is a beautiful story of Garibaldi, that one 
night during his time of struggle in Italy a little lamb 
got lost from the camp and wandered away. Garibaldi 
and his men sought everywhere for the straying thing. 
Garibaldi himself found the poor little creature and 
carried it to his tent. 

When the men came in in the morning from their 
all-night search, they found their general sleeping 
soundly in his tent, and, lying quietly in his bosom, 
the lamb he had brought back from its peril. While 
the wandering boy is out on the mountains, and the 
father or the teacher is seeking him in love and prayer, 
there is Another seeking him with even deeper, 
stronger, more passionate love. 

First, we are told of the interest of the children’s 
angels in the little ones and of their privilege before 
God. Next, we see Christ, the Good Shepherd, him- 
self seeking the lostone. Then we read this: ‘‘It is 
not the will of your Father which is in heaven, that 
one of these little ones should perish."’ 

Sometimes you think nothing comes out of all your 
efforts. You prepare your lesson, and come to your 
class, and fail to get attention. You try to deliver 
your message, but no one seems to receive it. You 
seek to find a place for Christ in hearts which will 
make no room for him. You pray, but somehow your 
prayer seems to be unanswered. You are tempted to 
grow discouraged. 1 would bring you a message of 
cheer. You are not alone in your work... ,; Heayen is 
with you. Your efforts please God, and he will help 
you. . Your service cannot fail. 

But such service as is ours needs our best effort. If 
we ave the children’s angels, we must work as the 
angels work. If we stand always before the. face of 
God, we must be holy. Only the pure in heart can 
see God. We must be earnest, for looking upon the 
_ face of Christ cannot but kindle love in us. Shall we 
not all consecrate ourselves anew to the blessing and 
the helping of the children? Thev look up.into, our 
faces with love and trust, and make pathetic appeal to 
all that is holy and divine in us, 
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From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


Lord, make men of us: not mere babes, not devotees 
religious comfort or of dull conformity ; not flabby 


heated partisans of some 


ES 


our ways, actual 
whatever is good and great. 
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** We are willing; we are ready; 
We would learn if you would teach ; 
We have hearts that yearn toward duty; 
We have minds alive to beauty, 
Souls that any height may reach, 


** We shall be what you will make us— 
Make us wise, and make us good. 
Make us strong in time of trial, 
Teach us temperance, self-denial, 
Patience, kindness, fortitude.” 


That is the cry of the children tous. They havea 
right to find in us what they seek. Saint Hildegarde 
said to her friend, ‘‘I put myself into your soul,.’’ 
That is what we must do for our children, we who are 
parents and we who teach—the children’s angels. But 
when we put ourselves into their souls, what better will 
they be than before? What is the self we put into 
their lives? Does it make them more like Christ? 
What ate we doing for our children? What kind of 
children’s angels are we ? 

We must be as little children ourselves if we would 
be worthy guardians of childhood. 

















Is the Promise-Breaker a Liar ? 


I remember that Dr. H. Clay Trumbull taught that ‘‘a 
lie is,never justifiable.” [ readily assented to that myself. 
But I am now wondering what you will say about it in the 
case of one who has made a rash vow that ought to be 
broken. Is it not really an exception to the rule? I've 
sought long for an exception, but could never find one be- 
fore. —A MONTANA READER. 

A liar is usually a promise-breaker. But breaking 
a promise is not necessarily lying. It is sometimes 
right and .truthful to break a promise, It is never 
right nor truthful to lie; that. rule can have no.ex- 
ception. 

If a promise, is made with the intention of break- 
ing it, that is a lie and is never justifiable. Itis nota 
lie if a promise is made with the intention of keeping 
it, although the promise itself may be wrong and 
sinful. If a rash vow that ought to be broken is 
made, it does not make a man a liar to break that 
vow ; rather it adds to his sin if he keeps it. 

With every honest intention of keeping his word a 
man may agree to accompany some friends on an ex- 
pedition to rob houses. He repents and leaves his 
companions ‘‘in the lurch.’’ Refusing to be a thief 
does not make him a liar, whatever, his tormer com- 
panions may think about it. 

Habitually to break promises, because of forgetful- 
ness, or because they were too freely or. lightly entered 
into, is a sin from which Christians should earnestly 
seek deliverance. For the habitual promise-breaker 
is not far from the sin of lying. Let us make only 
the’ promises that ought to be made, and then regard 
every promise, however small, as a sacred trust until 
it is fulfilled. 

Pd 


Does God Speak Through Dreams? 


Does the Lord reveal himself in a person's dream, and 
show what he would have one do ?—A ‘TEXAS READER. 
There can be no doubt about the fact that God is 

able to communicate with his children by means of 
visions and..dreams. Moreover, God das frequently 
communicated;with his children in this way. The 
Old Testament.is full of such episodes, and there are 
not..a few. instances in the New Testament. Even 
divine inspiration, as it occurred in the writing of the 
Holy Scriptures, was sometimes a form of such com- 
munication,.the eye as well as the, ear being involved 
in the process, as in the cases,ef Daniel and John. 
But. it,.is ;important. to recognize that visions and 
dreams specially abounded, in; the.earher part of God's 
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dealings with the human race, and that they became 
increasingly infrequent as time went on. As men 
grew in grace and in the knowledge of God they had 
an ever-lessening need of direct communications such 
as dreams, just as a grown-up man needs less frequent 
and direct teaching than a child. Also, as the canon 
of Scripture was more fully completed and the Word 
was more largely disseminated, there was an _ ever- 
lessening need of direct revelations to the individual, 
these being found in the written Revelation, So 
to-day, younger Christians are more likely to be 
given the help of visions and dreams than older ones ; 
and such experiences are more likely to be granted in 
countries where the Scriptures have not been circu- 
lated, such as China and India, than in those’ coun- 
tries where they have long had their place and power, 
such as Great Britain and America. 

It follows that visions and dreams are subject. to 
the sovereign will of God ; are not a proof of God's 
special favor for an individual or of that individual's 
special spiritual development ; are generally granted 
to the ignorant rather than to the informed ; and the 
matured man of God will prove that he is such by 
seeking the divine will, not from visions and dreams, 
but from the Scriptures. If a vision or unusual dream 
does take place, the Christian is to be on guard 
against it, for it may only be the.product of natural 
conditions, such as the physical state or a day-time 
impression, or it may actually be from the Evil 
One. In either of these cases, to accept it as a 
special illumination from God may lead to departure 
from the truth and to ultimate spiritual confusion and 
wreckage. In all such experiences, therefore, it is to 
be constantly remembered that the test is the divine 
Word, in full persuasion of its sufficiency and of the 
fact that God will never speak contrary to its precepts 
and principles. e 

The safe attitude is not to seek for visions and 
dreams, to be suspicious of them when they do take 
place, to be reserved about them when they have 
come to pass, and to avoid posing as one who has had 
special illumination when they have been experienced. 
Such treatment will generally prove that the experi- 
ence has not been more or less than what the average 
man commonly passes through in the hours of sleep, 
As for the rest, while a Christian may be thankful for 
any illumination given to him, it behooves him to 
keep very humble in respect to it. ; 
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May the Editor Meet You ? 


To meet readers of The Sunday School Times per- 
sonally and come into closer relationship with them.is 
one of the privileges and blessings that the office staff 
of this paper welcome. Among the Editor's most 
grateful memories of the World's Sunday School Con- 
vention at Zurich two summers ago is that of the in- 
formal meeting held one afternoon with the readers 
who had attended that convention through the Times’ 
‘¢Zurich Plan.’’ 

This summer the Editor, Mr. Trumbull, hopes to 
meet as many readers as possible at several conferences 
that he is to attend (during part or all of the sessions) 
in different parts of the country. At these conferencés 
he is to have the privilege of discussing the ‘subject 
of the Victorious Life in Christ, —a theme to which the 


readers have been contributing through these columns, | 


The places and dates of the meetings are given here 
in the hope that all readers of The Sunday School 
Times who are in attendance will make themselves 
known to Mr. Trumbull as early in the conference as 
possible, so that before its close there may be held a 
‘Times Family Reunion,’’ at which all may become 
better acquainted and the usefulness of this paper be 
strengthened. 

Further information about these conferences may be 
had by writing, in each case, to the person named. 


Princeton Conference for Christian Life and Service, 
at Princeton, New Jersey, July 17-25. Speakers include 
W. H. Griffith Thomas, J. Alvin Orr, S. D. Gordon, 
Charles Ernest Scott of China, J..Campbell White, W. B. 
Anderson, Samuel W. Foster. For information write Mr. 
Russell Galt, 200 North 15th St., Philadelphia, Pa. 

Tarkio Missionary Conference, at Tarkio, Missouri, 
July 23 to August 1. Speakers include George L. Robin- 
son, Ww. B. Anderson, Evangelist Captain O’ Brien, Charles 
R. Watson. For information write Prof. T. L. Anderson, 
Tarkio, Mo. 

Mountain Lake Park Bible Conference, Mountain Lake 
Park, Maryland, August 1-8. Conducted by Dr. James 
M. Gray, Dean of the Moody Bible Institute, Chicago. 
Speakers include Melvin Grove Kyle, Evangelist Bob 
Jones, A. C. Gaebelein, probably J. Wilbur Chapman. 
For information write Mountain Lake Park Association, 
Maryland ; or Moody Bible Institute, Chicago. 

New Wilmington Missionary Conference, at New Wil- 
mington, Pennsylvania, August 13-22. Speakers include 
Charles R. Watson, W. H. Griffith Thomas, W. B. An- 
derson, J. K. McClurkin, W. R. Wilson. For information 
write Prof. B. W. Bridgman, New Wilmington, 
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Inn of Spacious Delights 


What came of an imprisonment in the 
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When Gamblers Heard of Christ in a Chinese Inn 


By Charles Ernest Scott, D.D. 





HE day began auspiciously,—a glorious sun, 
balmy air; but during the forenoon clouds began 
to gather, a wind sprang up, veering around to 

the northeast, an ominous direction for us. It meant 
rain.. We hastened our pace, but did not reach our 
destination before we were wet to the skin. Late that 
night we waded through the muck of a long-streeted, 
unlighted market town. After considerable pounding 
and one-sided conversation, we finally succeeded in 
rousing a suspicious innkeeper, who slowly and sleep- 
ily took down, one by one, the boards of the door, 
and let us in. 

It was the Inn of Spacious Delights, It was of the 
humblest, meanest sort, not even a guest-room in the 
yard ; everybody had to bunk together in the small 
room fronting on the street. Our goods, with those 
of other guests, were disposed in a heap on the muddy 
earthen floor, and a grand, indiscriminate jumble of 
stuff they all made. : 

We piled ourselves beside the other guests upon 
the Zang that filled one end of the room. Indeed, 
there was no other place for us. The contracted floor 
space of.the little room was further crowded by filling 
in-all its available niches with a batch of native mud 
bricks that the innkeeper had newly made, That 
very afternoon, before the rain began, he had lugged 


them in; to leave them outside unprotected meant | 


that all his work would be wasted; the lean-to stables 
bordering the small yard were full of animals,—no 
room there. 

For the same reason a lot of dust coal, of poor 
quality, but precious to them and secured at great 
pains and relatively high price at a railroad station 
many # away, had been shifted in, to share our quar- 
ters with us. © Part of it, in fact, was on the £ang. 
But Chinese angs, like politics, make strange bed- 
fellows,—many forms of. life, from man and_ higher 
forms of quadrupeds, like dogs and cats and goats 
and lambs, down through multitudinous varieties of 
creeping, flying, pestering, stinging creatures, until 
you reach the vegetable world, and see sweet potatoes 
and garlics and onions and other edibles sprouting 
around you while you try to sleep, and on down to 
the mineral kingdom, even to humble coal dust. 


The Beastly Gambling Circle 

That first evening four men sat and squatted to- 
gether upon the ang to gamble and drink native 
wine. A beastly custom prevails: several men, as 
they gamble around the circle, pair themselves off in 
a competitive drinking bout. One man guesses how 
many fingers the other is going to stretch out, the 
men shouting the numbers at the top of their voices, 
and the difference between the number guessed and 
the number of fingers that the leader actually stretches 
out, determines how many glasses his paired compan- 
ion must immediately drink, They thus drink and 
play and shout till they fall over. 

_ With such inexpensive outfits of chance as their 
fingers and lips, men can, during an evening, gamble 
away all their property and sell their souls, It makes 
a verysGoarse- and vulgar hell to see them keel *back- 
ward;qn the 4ang:in that-kind, of demonic horse-play. 
Anti it is-scarcely.necessary to add. that-there is litde 
sleep in the inn till they quiet down. 

After these four stopped gaming, as soon.as we were 
all comfortably settled, one of the quartette,-whom 
the wine affected hilariously, began to sing; that is, 
according to Chinese heathen standards he sang. 
And he kept it up—grotesquely snorting, wheezing in 
a weird, quavering minor. He was utterly impervious 
to imprecations hurled at him, or to threats. He did 
not understand what anybody about him was driving 
at. At last outraged Nature claimed her right, and 
he sank into a heavy stupor of exhaustion. 

Then a big boar—lean, hungry, and razor-backed 
—broke out of the low inn-yard hog-pen, and me- 
andered in through the door, which I had requested 
the innkeeper to leave open for the sake of a little 
fresh air. He acceded with poor grace and with bet- 
ter understanding of the local situation than I. The 
“creature seemed to be not hungry, but ambitious so- 
cially. He sought the solace of human company, 
gradually steering for the sang, before which hé 

. Stood, grunting and scratching and squealing by turns, 
Not-even.in bread light of day would I hanker after the 


a rt ee 


A Chinese inn, crowded with guests who are im- 
prisoned for days by a rainstorm that destroys the 
roads and floods the rivers, affords one of the 
choicest opportunities for Satan to show what he 
can do with human nature. How would a mission- 
ary spend his nights and days if caught in such a 
-company? Would his gospel get any hearing? 
Dr. Scott tells the dramatic story of such an inn 
party when he was turned aside from the work he 
‘had set out to do. 








distinction of getting such a vicious brute out into the 
open. So I lay still and enjoyed his serenade. All 
the others seemed oblivious of it. 

Later I was awakened by the scream of a baby not 
more than four feet away from my head, but the child 
was in the next room, - In a market town, at least on 


.the main streets, all the houses are built side by side 


with only mud walls between. The child was evi- 
dently in acute pain, and cried two hours by the 
watch, till it ceased abruptly. The sounds indicated 
that it had been smothered or choked. 

Altogether, it was not a successful night. 

Early the next morning my cook poked his nose 
out of the door. The inn-yard was flooded ; it was 
‘training pitch-forks."’ We were shut in as com- 
pletely from the outer world as was Noah in the ark, 
The cook, with the weather-wisdom possessed of all 
these peasants, sniffed the breeze and _ growled: 
«* While the wind fronr that direction prevails, no end 
to this rain.’’ 

It ‘is only by a stretch of the imagination that 
I can call him ‘‘cook."’ He was skilled in the 
culinary art not far beyond the ability to boil water. 
He is a big, husky, verdant, good-natured fellow. 
He just drops several articles in a pot of hot water 
and then assumes no responsibility for the ultimate 
condition of the mess. But there are more important 
considerations, that make him a good companion and 
useful man. A young convert, cheerful and willing, 
as strong physically as simple and guileless of the 
world ; and, like most peasants, inured to rough ex- 
periences ; of. garrulous tongue; eagerly telling the 
few mysteries he knows about the foreigner and many 
more as interesting as untrue. He doesn’t intend to ; 
his imagination merely gets the better of him. 

It was a send to the Chinese, penned up in the inn, 
that a foreigner with his stuff was in their midst, to 
afford endless topics of small talk, and help them to 
pass the tedium of their enforced stay. 

They were much interested in foreign whiskers that 
could grow so much in a night as to need shaving 
the next day, for usually only old Chinese, after 
years of patient waiting and longing after that su- 
preme dignity, can attain to much more than occa- 
sional sprouts on the chin. Much more were they 
interested in a safety razor, with which a man could 
shave himself without the use of a mirror, or the 
helping eyes of another. 


A Cantest of Wits 

They were astonished at the fountain-pen that 
‘made ink in itself’’; and the rapidity with which 
its.owner wrote ; their characters are printed with a 
brush. Repeatedly théy exclaimed, ‘‘A miracle! a 
miracle !’’ One brother suggested that I must be a 
very venerable man to be able to speak their lan- 
guage, the implication in their thought being that even 
after many years’ effort they could never learn my 
‘honorable country’s language.’’ Therefore much 
less, could I, in fewer ‘‘tens of years’’ speak their 
language, which was of course better and more diffi- 
cult than my ‘‘ Western devil one.’’ 

There was one ‘‘smarty’’ among’ them, who had 
been as far away from home as Manchuria. - He was 
somewhat subdued to know that my home was 33,000 
i away. Then he wanted to air his knowledge of 
Russian, some words of which he had learned while 
working there as a coolie. Striking a dramatic atti- 
tude before his fellows, as all’ Chinese know how to 
do, he ‘* got off" a few phrases, supposedly of: Rus- 
sian.. I ‘* took: him up,”’ and spouted at him’ an 
inane phrase of jargon learned in childhood and for- 


gotten for years: ‘‘ Hoga wa pa, tu ka sasky pan!" 
‘¢Answer me the Russian meaning of that phrase,"’ 
I demanded of him. He reddened, looked down his 
nose, twisted around, looked foolish, and giggled in 
embarrassment ; and then confessed that he did not 
know as much Russian as he pretended, whereat the 
crowd howled in huge glee. 

Aside from these passing quips of repartee, and 
superficial attention-catchers, afforded by a foreigner 
and his belongings, the men had nothing to occupy 
tlreir time or thoughts except the regular ina diver- 
sions, —drink, gaming, and smoking, —triple agencies 
of hell in China, And the worst of these is smoking. 
The Chinese have a famous saying: ‘‘Sien, han 
yen; hou, sui yen; moa, ta yen."’ (First, dry to- 
bacco ; next, water tobacco ; last, opium.) That is 
to say : A man never becomes an opium fiend till he 
has smoked a water pipe; he never smokes the 
water pipe till he has first accustomed himself to 
smoking ‘‘dry tobacco,"' I shouldn't care to stand 
in Sir Walter Raleigh’s shoes for having introduced 
‘«Christian nations,’’ and through them, ‘* heathen"’ 
peoples of the world, to the practise of smoking 
‘* Western tobacco,”’ 

The cook had just growled : ‘* This wind truly has 
brought confusion, inconvenience, delay.'’ I felt 
rather, Here.is an opportunity, given of God, to help 
these men ; an opportunity to shut out evil by substi- 
tuting something better, 

I have many times, to similar audiences of men, 
told the story of Jesus Christ—a simple, unvarnished 
tale. And every time I marvel more at its naked 
power. 


Letting the Pipes Go Out 

When a man who feels that eternal issues are at 
stake and who -utters a silent prayer to the Holy 
Spirit for guidance and tact, looks straight at a group 
of men thus providentially brought within his reach, 
he is apt to see things happen. As I began the story 
of the Son of God on earth, I saw the perennially- 
sucked pipe drop from the lips ; the men knocked 
out the ashes and stuck the pipes into their belts and 
straightened themselves up, and began to gleam back 
atme. At such atime a holy awe grips one at the 
fascinating compulsion of the Word of God, It is 
sharper than any two-edged sword, 

I have known men, now active leaders in the Chi- 
nese Church, to hear. the Word of.God once, five, ten, 
twenty years previous to their conversion, under cir- 
cumstances similar to those in this inn,—the Word 
apparently sown on rocky ground, but fructifying the , 
while unto eternal life. Let no man who aspires to 
the sacred calling of teaching the Word of God,—nor 
any other man,—think lightly of the power of that 
Word. Give it a chance, set it forth in its native 
majesty, and it will- work. , 

They have never heard it before; it needs no em- 
bellishments —the simple truth, simply told, is enough. 
We are a little, shut-in company; a spirit of sym- 
pathy. pervades us; eyes glisten ; faces grow tense ; 
the men lean forward and drink.it in. No one cares 
forthe cards now. All can and do understand some- 
thing of parental.love, marred -and soiled as it is in 
China ; the Holy Spirit strikes into consciences so 
hardened, seeking response to a love so undeserved. 
One needs to experience what I am saying, to realize 
what is happening in this little group. God's love. 
**Oh it is wonderful, wonderful.’’ 

A divinely mysterious power lays hold of them in 
the story of the Prodigal Son. All can understand it ; 
for all are either sons or fathers ; and all know some- 
thing of parental or filial affection. 

The innkeeper, member of a tough profession, and 
last man on earth of whom to expect it, sends out for 
others to come in, invites them himself. He turns his 
inn into a meeting house, with himself as sexton and 
chief learner of the doctrine. And so, till the fifth 
day, when weather conditions allow the foreigner to 
proceed, the men, filling the room, sit orderly and lis- 
ten eagerly, just as often and just as long between 
meals as the speaker has voice and strength. 

Some of the immediate results of the unexpected 
visit were startling. : 

Many senseless prejudices against ‘‘the foreign devil 
doctrine’’. were. removed. -A respectful hearing was 
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given to the Doctrine, a respect that ever increased 
the more the Word was repeated and explained. 

A conviction of sin was ironed into the souls of som 
with a sense of lostness, and a knowledge of a door of 
grace opened. 

Men were ready to confess Christ, though not at that 
time baptized. 

A building, which five days before this visit could 
not be rented at any price by the ‘foreign devil,’’ was 
now rented at reasonable price for a ‘‘ Jesus Preaching 
Hall,"’ with arrangements completed for an evan- 
gelist to preach there regularly. 

I had come around this way on my trip for the ex- 
press purpose of punishing a man, visiting the official 
displeasure of the Church upon him in excommunica- 
tion. But God seemed to have had a different purpose, 
He had shut me up in an inn; he had filled the rivers 
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with water, so that, had J been able to get across the 
black, spongy, treacherous ground, I could not con- 


_ tinue the journey avengeward to the village of the 


man to be punished. We all knew the man was bad, 
and ought to be put out of the Church ; but what we 
could at that time have done to him by rebuke and 
negation would have accomplished little good. So, 
by rain, He wisely forced us round and detained us to 
do something positive for him in the one-roomed inn 
that grandiloquently styled itself ‘Spacious De- 
lights.”’ 

And there, amid filth and ignorance and prejudice 
and vice and superstition, among coarse and rude 
men in cramped quarters, He worked another of his 
endless count of miracles, and set forth anew the ma- 
jesty and the splendor, the power and the love, of God, 
in the light of souls awakened, 
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Concluding the story of a remarkable year of grace begun on Billy Sunday’s evedut trail 











heineanasninot 


By Howard Agnew Johnston, D.D. Asther ot). Studics for 








“ A record of what God is willing to do with a.man who goes to the limit with Him,” 

is the way Dr. Howard Agnew Johnston characterized: his story of Al Saunders, which . 

began last week in The Sunday School Times. This sketch of what happened to 

Saunders in the year follcwing that notable day when he broke away from Satan and 

Struck the sawdust trail in Scranton, suggests why Dr. Johnston speaks of him as a 
second Moody in his zeal for soul-winning. 


HE Devil loves a shining mark. It was certain 
that he would not fail to do all in his power to 
drag Al Saunders back to the paths of sin. Had 

his conversion been of the incomplete sort it would 
not have been long before he would have surrendered 
again to the enemy ; but with the faith and humility 
of a little child he began to do everything that he 
understood to be essential to fidelity in his new life. 

The struggle to put off the old man of sin and to 
put on the new man in Christ was marked by subtle 
temptations and desperate attacks of the enemy. But 
through them all he remained true and increasingly 
victorious. One source of help was his faithful wife, 
He proudly tells the fact that during all the years of 
his sinful living she never reproached him, never 
complained ; but carried her sorrow and shame in 
silent agony. He knew it all the time. She did not 
need to say anything about it. And now she was all 
the more able to be a great tower of strength to him 
as they knelt at the family altar, and strove to solve 
their problems together in the fear of God and the 
love of Christ. 

From the very beginning Saunders eagerly told the 
story of his salvation to every one he met. Especially 
did he seek to testify to his old friends who still re- 
sisted the Spirit. Nothing could more surely strengthen 
him in his own position, confirming his faith and 
fortifying him against the old temptations. All along 
he was simply praying without ceasing. Prayer was 
the constant experience, the underlying current below 
every surface word or act. Christ was living in this 
man in very truth, and was given all the right of way 
that he sought into the throne room of the soul. Dur- 
ing the days that he spent with the writer every prayer 
contained words like these; ‘‘ Lord, you. know I am 
bringing thee a clean heart and clean thoughts, so 
that you can just fill me and use me and bless me."’ 

The first trial was in connection with his business. 
His old friends determined to ruin him in order to 
bring him down. His lease was about to expire a 
few days after his conversion. His landlord was 
angry because he was fighting the liquor business, by 
denouncing it openly, and by striving to win men to 
Christ and from the drink habit. He was informed 
that he could not renew his lease and that he would 
lose many of his former customers by his new course. 
He found another place, but business fell off so much 
‘as to involve him in serious need of money. 

One day his life insurance premium was due and 
he did not have sufficient money to pay it, nor did 
he know how to get it. While he was pondering the 
discouraging situation, the telephone rang ; his wife 
had called up to ask him a question. As soon as he 
replied she said : ‘‘ What is the matter ?’’ 

** Nothing, dear,’’ he replied. 

**Oh, yes, there is. Your voice tells it.’’ 

He admitted that it was the serious fact that he did 
not have money enough to pay his bills and life in- 
surance premium. 

It was the first crisis. Fora moment Mrs. Saunders 


was silent:and then said: ‘‘Al, when you became a 
Christian you took a'silent Partner into your business ; 
but you have not trusted him to help you. Now you 
just kneel down right there in: your office and ask him 
to help you.’’ 

He protested that there were people coming in and 
out of the office ; but she said that made no differ- 
ence. So he did as she said. 

The prayer was not yet finished when the tele- 
phone rang again. He answered it, and found that 
one of the Sisters of the House of the Good Shepherd 
was giving'an order, She also observed the note of 
trouble in his voice, and asked what was the matter. 
When he evaded her question, she insisted upon 
knowing. He told her, She at once said that as 
soon as one of the Sisters could dress for the street 
she would bring him down some money. In a few 
minutes she brought a check for $250. 

His heart was leaping now with buoyant faith and 
joy. He went out on an errand, and as he crossed the 
street a man who owed him some money stopped and 
asked him if the whiskey crowd was bothering him. 
He told the facts to this friend. The friend told him 
to go into his office and get what he needed. Aill 
this within an hour of the time he was on his knees 
taking his problem to God for solution. 

The moment Saunders became a Christian he began 
to pray that his brother-in-law might also hit the 
trail. The days passed without any sign of an an- 
swer to his prayer; but on the very last day of the 
Sunday meetings ‘‘ Benny’’ hit the trail. There was 
great rejoicing among those who had been praying 
for this, They were greatly concerned, for they felt 
that it would be more difficult for Benny to remain 
faithful than for some. 

One day there was much uneasiness in the little 
noonday prayer-meeting, for Benny had lost a good 
horse for which he had just completed payment, and 
his friends feared he might be discouraged to the 
point of giving up. But Benny knelt down and 
thanked the Lord that it wasp’t one of his children, 
After leaving the prayer-meeting Benny met a Jew 
who was a horse dealer. Saunders tells the story 
thus : 

‘*The Jew says, ‘Benny, I am awfully sorry to 
hear that you lost your horse. We have another 
horse down at the place that just suits you.” Benny 
says, ‘I haven’t any money,’ and the horse dealer 
answers, ‘You try him out, and if he suits you, you 
pay whenever you like, as you can." What do you 
think of that for an answer to prayer? Oh, fellows, 
ask God for a bit of faith, and let's ask him to help 
us to hold out to the end of the line.’ 

In a remarkable way God is using ‘* Al’’ Saunders 
as a witness in many places. At this writing he has 
spent only four Sundays in Scranton since last April. 
When the ministers of Philadelphia hesitated.to in- 
vite Mr. Sunday to go to that city, Mr. George Dowey 
brought Mr. Saunders to Philadelphia to speak to the 
ministers. Those who heard him were stirred with 
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new convictions regarding Mr. Sunday's work. He 
is called to speak in conferences, in churches, in Bible 
classes, and he responds gladly even to the extent of 
allowing his business to suffer in order to answer the 
call, But his business has prospered far beyond the 
old prosperity when he was living without Christ. 

His labors have called him to dozens of places, in- 
cluding New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, and 
other large cities, and to many smaller towns, from 
Stamford, Connecticut, to Binghamton, New York, 
and Wilkesbarre, Pennsylvania. The following sen- 
tences from several letters to him that I have seen 
tell how the leaders in these places feel about the 
effect of Saunders’ visit : 


We have added fifty percent to our Sunday-school since 
you were here, and twenty-five percent to our church 
membership, Since your visit the church at times will not 
seat the congregations, This is what you helped to start 
here. 


Our class numbering 270 may be said to be the direct 
result of your visit here last summer. Many souls have 
been brought into the knowledge and love of Christ. I 
knew your visit would bear fruit ; but I did not dream of 
such returns, 


Oh, that I could tell you what this town is going through 
since you :were here, , . . Some folks spent all night last 
Sunday under conviction, We want you.to. come again, 


You helped the men to' realize the grace of rine, a save 
them. Your experience was thrilling and your message 
was of God, We have had a great revival, fifty-two con- 
versions to date. Praise the Lord! 


Saunders seems to be another Moody rising, to. the 
unexpected task of winning many to Christ through 
the zeal that impels him to accept every offered op- 
portunity to speak for his Master. His life is full of 
daily experiences of God's work of grace in the lives 
of all sorts of men, 

At a Y. M. C. A. meeting in Scranton, where he 
was talking last winter, a man got up and came for- 
ward and said that Saunders had something he had 
been looking for for thirty years, He was from New 
York State ; but is now a teacher in a business college 
in Scranton, While standing there he told the.rest 
of the men that this. was the first time any one had 
offered him Christ in such a way as to clear up his 
doubts and cure all his misbeliefs, He said he was 
ready to let Jesus Christ come into his heart and 
clean out all his bad habits, drinking, swearing, and 
using tobacco. This man is still in Scranton teach- 
ing, and his family are now with him. 

At a meeting in Philadelphia Saunders found him- 
self giving the invitation at the close of a service be- 
fore he knew it. Eleven people came forward, One 
young woman remained there weeping. When he 
went to speak to her she said, ‘‘Oh, Mr, Saunders, I 
am simply crying for joy. The first man and woman 
who came forward to-night were my father and mother. 
They came to hear you, having heard about you. It 
is the first time they have been inside of a church in 
more than five years,’’ 

The number of conversions that have resulted di- 
rectly or indirectly from this man’s labors during the 
first year of his Christian life probably total more 
than a thousand souls. He repudiates the idea, in 
true humility, that he has done this, emphasizing the 
work of the Holy Spirit in it all. Yet he is unspeak- 
ably thankful for this manifest seal that God has 
placed upon his service of witnessing for the Saviour. 
His face beams with joy all the day. 

It is not surprising that this man has learned to 
cultivate the ministry of intercession. He has power 
with God as well as power with men. ‘a 

He frankly declares that he knows very little about 
the Bible ; yet he is eager to know it so that he can 
use its teachings in his life and work. His pocket 
Testament was often in his hand as he talked. Hear 
him declare that ‘‘any man that starts at it and gets 
filled with the love of Jesus Christ for his fellow-men, 
will never stop. Every man has a job on his hands 
todo. There’s a man for you to get after. You can 
go out and get him if you are big enough and broad 
enough to go to him in the spirit of love and kind- 
ness, _Oh, men, I am ashamed to tell you that the 
men in the churches haven’t been doing their duty. 
I'd like to know what excuse ‘a man has for allowing 
his neighbor to go wrong. It’s your job to go out 
and get the other fellow.”’ 

Such is the story of one short year. What a trophy 
of divine grace! What a challenge to thousands of 
ministers and church-members who have had advan- 
tages of which he has been deprived, to bow down in 
the dust before God for cleansing, and for anointing 
unto similar blessed service ! 

STAMFORD, CONN. 
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Does the man in the pew need ‘‘ doctrine’’? 








If the Preacher Would Be a Real Teacher 


By George Wharton Pepper, LL.D. 
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PREACHER with the teacher's instinct, when 
dealing with disputed points, will be careful to 
state fairly the different views respecting them. 

This is not only a duty which he owes to honesty, but 
it is the only effective way in which toteach. If a 
man has genuine confidence in his solution of a diffi- 
culty he will earnestly desire two things : first, that 
the difficulty itself be faced and appreciated by his 
hearers ; and, second, that the precise difference be- 
tween his solution and others be made clear. To 
niisstate, either wilfully or from ignorance, an adver- 
sary'’s position and then to demolish the position as 


’ thus misstated is to win the hollowest kind of a vic- 


tory as well as to lose an educational opportunity. 
The preacher should also be on his guard against 
the common habit of using question-begging terms 
and adjectives which are intended to discredit the 
noun to which they are applied. There is a swarm of 


-words of this sort, often on the lips of the religious 
’ controversialist, and almost always sure to obscure the 


issue and to vitiate the reasoning. The Roman Cath- 
olic seeks to make short work of an argument by 
styling it ‘‘a Protestant contention.’’ To say of a 
doctrine or practise that it is ‘‘Roman"’ is in the 
minds of. many to condemn it unheard, Te charac- 
terize a statement of belief as ‘‘dogmatic’’ closes 
many ears against it.. To affirm that a view is ‘ radi- 
cal'’ or ‘*socialistic’’ is one way of leading people 
to suspect the morality if not the sanity of the man 
who holds it. It is not easy to determine whether an 
opinion suffers most from being described as ‘‘an- 
cient,'’ ‘* medieval,’ or ‘‘modern.’' The use of all 
such devices to shut off a fair consideration of the 
question at: issue is obviously unworthy of the preacher 
and incompatible with the teaching temperament. 


Doctrines, Dogmas, Scourges and Clubs 

I have suggested elsewhere in these lectures that 
Christian doctrines are really solutions of difficulties. 
There is, of course, nothing novel in such a sugges- 
tion, yet it may not be amiss to emphasize the point ; 
for in many quarters doctrines seem to be thought of 
as purely imaginary difficulties, cunningly devised in 
order to afflict the good. In the same way a great 
many people conceive of a dogma as differing from a 
docwine only as a club differs from a scourge, The 
function of the one is to render the victim insensible, 
while the other merely drives him to madness. Ac- 
cordingly it has become common among timid preach- 
ers to avoid authoritative teaching altogether, and to 
preach.what are called ‘‘doctrinal’’ sermons only in 
an agony of fear lest the few men left in the pews will 
hasten to join the crowd outside. > 

‘If by a doctrinal sermon is meant a complicated 
prescription for an unknown disorder, then I trust 
that the omission of such discourses will become not 
merely common but universal. If, however, a doc- 


‘ trinal sermon is one in which the preacher offers the 
_ man in the pew the Christian solution of a felt diffi- 


culty, then the more of such teachings the better. 

I insist that if men are not interested in doctrine it 
is either because their habit of life has kept them 
from facing inevitable difficulties or because the doc- 
trine is presented in such a way as to have no appar- 
ent relation to daily life. In either event, it is not 
the fault of the doctrine.- In the one case, the man’s 
absorption in material things has been culpable. In 
the other, the preacher is blameworthy for his lack of 
insight. It is certainly within the power of the 
preacher so to confront American men with the great 
facts of life as to arouse in them an eager interest in 
the problems to which they give rise. 

The same brain that is keenly interested in a work- 
man’s compensation act can be led to ponder over all 
the aspects of one’s duty toward one’s neighbor. The 
man that can understand even dimly the mysteries of 
life insurance can be made to appreciate that the op- 
tions in his policy, numerous as they are, do not 
provide for all the contingencies of a life after death. 
Any man who has experienced human friendship may 
be made aware of the possibility of a similar relation 
between himself and God. Estrangement from a 
friend can be used to suggest the way in which inter- 
rupted relationship between a man and his God spells 
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**He was a great teacher, and the students loved 
him,” said a graduate of a Bible inst‘tute, recen ly 
in speaking of one of the instructors. ‘‘I have 
known students to come out of his doctrine class 
after a lecture on prayer, go to their rooms, kneel 
down, and ask God to cleanse their lives ; one would 
write a letter home to ask forgiveness; another 
would go to a friend to straighten out a misunder- 
standing ; others would make restitution for wrong 
as directly as they could.’’ That teacher made 
doctrines live! Mr. Pepper, in this fifth instalment 
of his articles on preaching, urges the preacher to 
do just that,—tie up his Bible teaching with the vital 
daily concerns of the man in the pew. 








nothing but sorrow and gloom. ‘The honest admis- 
sion of the person at fault, and his humble request to 
be placed as far as possible on the old and happy 
footing, are but types of Christian penitence. Recon- 
ciliation between parted friends are symbols of the 
joy of forgiveness, The unselfish determination of a 
man to restore a relation interrupted through no fault 
of his has in it something that is godlike. Whatever 
sacrificial thing he does in pursuit of this aim has in 
it the germ of atonement. If the method pursued 
involves the laying aside of privilege and.sharing the 
life of the object of his quest, the man can be made 
to see that he is but applying the principle of the In- 
carnation. - Problems of relationship, human and 
divine, exist and must be faced. The thing which 
we call law recognizes the problems of human rela- 
tionship, and makes efforts at accommodation that are 
confessedly imperfect and temporary. The Christian 
theory takes account of all the phases of : life and 
proposes for all difficulties solutions that are final and 
satisfying. 

I am not at the moment speaking of the validity of 
the Christian theory. My present purpose is merely 
to point out that Christianity is concerned with diffi- 
culties which American men are capable of facing, 
and that the preacher has it in his power to arouse an 
interest that is really intense if he sets himself to in- 
terpret the experiences of daily life and if his method 
of treatment is direct and simple. 


Mr. Pepper’s Skeptical Friends 

As to the validity of the Christian theory, there is 
not much that it is appropriate to say in a course of 
lectures on preaching. The validity of the message 
is presupposed, Perliaps, however, as a voice from 
the crowd, I may be permitted to record my own be- 
lief in the reasonableness of the Christian solution of 
life's problems, and my own conviction that difficul- 
ties of acceptance are more often moral than intel- 
lectual. Indeed, there is almost an element of humor 
in the intellectual fastidiousness of some of my friends 
when it comes to the acceptance of religious teaching. 
I may know their capacity to accept and hold the 
most extraordinary views on other important subjects, 
based on reasoning which seems to me demonstrably 
fallacious and upon data which I deem wholly inade- 
quate. And yet when they are face to face with the 
truths of the ages they turn away from them with the 
air of men whose mental food must always be cooked 
to a turn if they would avoid digestive disturbance. 
Like many other people of ordinary intelligence, I 
have had my problems of thought to face. I have 
felt with respect to various matters the inclination to 
substitute agnosticism for belief. At crises in my 
religious life, however, I have been fortunate enough 
to be aware that it was my will that was on trial 
rather than what I am pleased to call my intellect. I 
have never regretted any struggle that it may have 
cost me to exert at such times the will to believe. 

A preacher with the teaching instinct will do useful 
service if he dispels the impression of the crowd that 
the Church exists only for the rich in faith. A doc- 
trine which one man is able to accept because of an 
authoritative utterance may be submitted to another 
man as an hypothesis to be tested experimentally. In 
the case of still another, all teaching may be post- 
poned till Christian sympathy and service have awak- 
ened in him a curiosity to learn their motive power. 
Our Lord's invitation to humanity is conditioned not 


* 
upon spiritual attainment but upon the hunger of the 
soul. ‘*Come unto me,"’ he says, ‘‘all ye that tra- 
vail and are heavy laden,’’ 

Aloofness from the life of. the crowd is a charge 
brought against different Christian communions with 
varying degrees of justice. ‘The impression is general 
that religion is the luxury of the rich, The very poor 
man is supposed to have no time for Christ, and at 
least some branches of Christ's Church are supposed 
to have no time for him, That this is not true in 
theory all will concede. That the poorest man in the 
world may find himself rich in the friendship of our 
Lord is a fact that is attested by the experience of 
millions, But that many branches of the Christian 
Church cannot ignore the charge laid against them I 
verily believe. The man in the pulpit may do much 
to hasten a revival of the spirit of democracy within 
the church by reiterating our Lord's plain teaching 
upon this subject. But, after all, it.rests with the man 
in the pew to eliminate snobbishness from congrega- 
tional life and to make democracy once more a test of 
discipleship. I suspect that sooner or later the man 
inside the church will discover that, at least in the 
case of large city congregations, the pew system is a 
factor in making the crowd outside the church so 
large. I confess that I have for years chafed under 
a system of pews privately owned. Under such a 
system, I do not see how Christian fellowship can 
ever be more than a name. 


The Minister Who Makes Teachers 

A man with the spirit of the true, teacher is always 
eager to make teachers out of his disciples. The pro- 
cess of revealing God through teaching may be made 
to affect many souls if the preacher's congregation 
becomes itself an educational center, The minister 
will be happy if he can gather some inen about him, 
be they few or many, with a view to study or discus- 
sion. A preacher can subject himself to no more 
searching test than to meet a small group of men at 
close range. If he finds himself able to gain their 
confidence and to arouse and retain their interest in 
himself and his work, he need feel no anxiety respect- 
ing his capacity to be of use in the pulpit. Many 
sermons will have their origin in these informal talks 
with men. Some projected sermons will be aban- 
doned altogether. Plans for others will be changed. 
Opinions will be modified and methods of presenta- 
tion altered, 

Out of a group of this sort let various teaching 
activities develop naturally. Those things should be 
undertaken for which really suitable material can be 
found. It is a grave mistake to start educational en- 
terprises merely because such are needed and then 
to entrust them to incapables. I believe it to be an 
error in judgment to call for volunteers to teach in 
Sunday-school and so to. present the matter as to cre- 
ate the impression that the volunteer is doing the 
church a favor. The sminister should, if necessary, 
develop a normal class out of his group of conferees, 
and should insist upon it that nobody be permitted to 
serve as a teacher who is not qualified for moral leader- 
ship or fails to attain to a reasonable standard of peda- 
gogical proficiency. 

Following in our Lord’s footsteps, let not the min- 
ister, in the selection of disciples, lay an over-empha- 
sis upon book-learning. Let him not lament the 
poverty of his material. Let him rather strive to 
reveal God to such men as are at hand. Let his con- 
stant endeavor be to bring to bear upon them the full 
power of a Christlike life, until they in their turn shall 
become witnesses to the fact of revelation. 

A man may know a deal of pedagogy, and his 
equipment for instruction may be exceptional, but his 
teaching will never be a means of revelation unless 
he be a witness as well as a teacher. And it is to 
Christ as a living Person that he must bear his wit- 
ness. The Christ that is known by intimate personal 
experience is the source of a power that can move 
mountains. The intellectualized Christ is as cold as 
marble and as lifeless as a fossil. The danger against 
which the teacher must always guard himself is the 
tendency to overestimate the function and importance 
of the intellect. It is a whole man that the Master 
wants for a disciple, not an intellectual monster. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


AST winter a Judge of the United States Circuit 
Court of Appeals, the Hon. Joseph Buffington, 
addressed an audience of white and colored 

men and women at the Inasmuch Mission in Philadel- 

hia. He called forthe hymn * Tell Me the Old, Old 
Btory.” And then, said the newspaper reporter, 
**that was the story he told.” As a judge who re- 
viewed the decisions of other judges, and who had had 
all the advantages of education, he made it plain that 
it was no easier for him to receive the grace of God 
than for any man or woman in that audience whom 
he was facing. One has more confidence than ever 
in the decisions of a judge to whom the Old, Oid 
Story is better than his own best wisdom. At one 
time or another he must have made the choice that 
Solomon made, 


Our Background Material 

lf any in the class have read 1 Kings through, get 
them briefly to give the impressions that they received 
from the reading. What stands out most promi- 
nently in theirmemory? Wasit easy, or hard to read 
a book through in this way? Was it interesting or 
uninteresting? If any 150-word statements of the 
contents of the book have been prepared, let these be 
read aloud in class. (The Editor would like to hear 
from teachers whose classes are doing this work, with 
reports of the results. ) 

Then let the teacher give his impression of the book 
as a whole, and make a brief statement of the great 
episodes or events of the book. . 


The Lesson Itself 

The references, except as otherwise noted, are to lesson-articles in this 

issue. Bold-face figures at the end of certain paragraphs in those 
articles will help in quickly locating the references. 

Our lesson chapter opens with the first. record of 
any break with God’ on the part of Solomon (vy. 1). 
Does 2 Corinthians 6: 14 bear on this? It seems to 
have been the beginning of the later break-down in 
Solomon’s life and loyalty to God. Dr. Griffith 
Thomas (II, 3) discusses three causes of Solomon’s 
later decline, : 

Even though, until the temple was made the center 
of God's worship, the use of ‘‘high places” for wor- 
shiping God was not in itself sinful (Gen. 12 : 8; 22: 
2-4; Judg. 6: 25, 26), the use of the word ‘‘only” in 
verses 2, 3 of the lesson strongly intimates that in 
this case the sacrificing and burning incense in the 
high places was not pleasing to God. High places in 
Syria to-day are described by Dr. Mackie (4), and in 
‘* Visiting the Lesson Scenes.” 

Yet Solomon loved God, though not with a wholly 
undivided heart. God was patient and tolerant in 
dealing with him, as He is with us. He took Solo- 
mon as he found him, and did the best he could with 
him. ‘Thus God deals with all his children, patiently, 
lovingly ignoring much in us that is wholly sinful in 
his sight, but seeking to bring us to the point where 
he can reveal to us our sins and get us to abandon 
them. So God was willing to do a wonderful and 
undeserved thing for Solomon at Gibeon. 

It is a great experience when a man first comes 
face to face with God (Griffith Thomas, 1). Have 
you, teacher or class, taken the time deliberately to 
give God an opportunity of that sort with yourself ? 

Now get the class to we pei on last week’s assign- 
ment: what answer would they give if God made to 
them the offer, ‘‘ Ask what I shall give thee.” Dis- 
cuss the answers given. 

It was Solomon's great opportunity to choose. But 
he was not alone in this. ife is a series of choices, 
for all men (Griffith Thomas, IT, §). Several effect- 
ive, practicai illustrations from everyday life, show- 
ing children the meaning and constant necessity of 
choosing, are given by Mrs. Bryner (1, 2). Mrs. 
Baldwin (1).suggests others. 

Does not God really make. to every one to-day the 
same offer that he made to Solomon? Get the class 
to find the answer to this question in Romans 8 : 32; 
Matthew 6: 33; John 15: 7. Those who really want 
God's best, says Mr. Ridgway (4), can have it. 

One of the best things in Solomon’s reply to God 
was his recognition of God's place, and his recogni- 
tion of his own place. Solomon’s answer begins with 
the word ‘‘ Thou.” He put God first. It was 
who had done everything for David. Notice the pro- 
nouns referring to God throughout Solomon's prayer. 
David was ‘‘ ¢iy servani.” He walked before ‘‘ Zhee 
in truth.” Have the class go through the entire 
prayer and point out every relbionns to God directly 


or by pronoun and see its significance. Solomon 
recognized that it was God, not 


avid, who had made 
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LESSON 3. JULY 18. SOLOMON CHOOSES WISDOM 


1 Kings 3 : 4-15. Commit verses 9, 10 


Golden Text: The fear of Jehovah is the beginning of wisdom.—Proverbs 9 : 10 


4 And the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there ; for that 
was the great high place : a thousand burnt-offerings did Solo- 
mon offer upon that altar. 5 In Gibeon Jehovah appeared to 
Solomon in a dream by night ; and God said, Ask what I shall 
give thee. 6 And Solomon said, Thou hast showed unto thy 
servant David my father great lovingkindness, according as he 
walked before thee in truth, and in righteousness, and in up- 
rightness of heart with thee ; and thou hast kept for him this 

reat lovingkindness, that thou hast given him a son to sit on 

is throne, as it is this day. 7 And now, O Jehovah my God, 
thou hast made thy servant king instead of David’ my father : 
and I am but a little child ; I know not how to go out or come 
in, 8 And thy servant is in the midst of thy people which thou 
hast chosen, a great people, that cannot be numbered nor 
counted for multitude. 9 Gon thy servant thereforean ! under- 
standing heart to judge thy people, that I may discern between 
good and evil ; for who is able to judge this thy 2 great people ? 

to And the speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon had 
asked this thing. 11 And God said unto him, Because thou 
hast asked this ting, and hast not asked for thyself ® long life, 
neither hast asked riches for thyself, nor hast asked the life of 
thine enemies, but hast asked for thyself understanding to 
* discern justice ; 12 behold, 1 have done according to thy 
word : lo, I have given thee a wise and an } understanding 
heart ; so that there hath been none like thee before thee, 
neither after thee shall any arise like unto thee. 13 Andi 
have also given thee that which thou hast not asked, both 
riches and honor, so that there 5shall not be any among the 
kings like unto thee, all thy days. 14 And it thou wilt walk in 
my ways, to keep my statutes and my commandments, as thy 
father David did walk, then I will lengthen thy days. 15 And 
Solomon awoke ; and, behold, it was a dream: and he came 
to Jerusalem, and stood before the ark of the covenant of 
Jehovah, and offered up burnt-offerings, and offered peace- 
offerings, and made a feast to all his servants. 

1 Heb. Aearing. 2 Heb. heavy. * Heb. many days. 4 Heb. hear. 
6 Or, hath not y ah 


Zhe American Revision copyright. 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons 
4 
Your Lesson Questions Answered 


These references are usually to peresvaphs in lesson articles in 
this issue, indicated bj 


y bold-face figures. 

Verse 4.—Where was Gibeon, and why is it called the 
great high place? (Griffith ‘Thomas, II, 4; Visiting the Les- 
son Scenes.) Was the altar on the high place pleasing to 
God ? (Griffith Thomas, II, §; Mackie, 4; Pilot, The Leé- 
son Itself.) ~ 

Verse 6.—Does Solomon suggest that Jehovah’s loving- 
kindness to David was just in proportion as he walked be- 
fore Him. in truth? (Griffith Thomas, II, 6.) 

Verse 7.—How old was Solomon at this time? (Griffith 
Thomas, II, 6.) Why did he refer to himself as a little 
child? (Griffith Thomas, II, 6; Mackie, 2.) 

Verse 8.—Why does Solomon say the people cannot be 
numbered for multitude? (Griffith Thomas, II, 6.) 


Verse 11.—Does this suggest that it would have been 
wrong to ask for long life or riches? (Griffith Thomas, II, 
7; Ridgway, 4; Mackie, 3.) 

Verse 12.——Does this mean that Solomon was the wisest 
man in the world’s history ? (Griffith Thomas, II, 7; Bald- 
win, 3.) 

Verse 14.—Does this mean that David kept these statues 
and commandments perfectly ? (Griffith Thomas, II, 7.) 

Verse 15.—Was it the dream that caused him to go to 
Jerusalem and make the sacrifices? (Griffith Thomas, II, 8; 
Mackie, 4.) What was the difference between the burnt- 
offerings and the peace-offerings ? (Griffith Thomas, II, 8.) 








him king; and Solomon is ‘‘thy servant,’’ God’s 
slave. How glorious life would be if we would always 
realize that God is the head and heart of all our life, 
and that we are his bond-servants, his slaves. That 
would keep us in our rightful and only safe place: as 
little children. No man knows himself until he knows 
God. There is no such thing as true humility until 
one faces God. 

And Solomon recognized his tremendous steward- 
ship. The people are not Solomon’s people, but God’s 
people, —‘' Thy servant is in the midst of thy people 
which thou hast chosen” (v. 8), and in numbers that 
cannot be counted (Griffith Thomas, II, 6). Think of 
amy, conan those who belonged toGod! No won- 
der Solomon needed an understanding heart. 

He asked for none of these things, but simply that 
he might be made a good servant. What he asked 
for was wholly in the interest of others. He saw 
that he was there, not to be ministered unto, but to 
minister (Matt.'20: 28). He was already ‘‘thy ser- 
vant”; now he wanted to be a cafad/e servant, both 
of God’s and of his people’s. Who needs an under- 
standing heart to-day? (Ridgway,2.) Pucker's class 
learned some important lessons on service, with a 
good object lesson from the cherry-tree (Rogers, 
(I, 2, 3-4). 

God gives Solomon what he asks for; and then 
what he has. not asked for. _That is God’s way. He 
loves to give. He is the Great Giverof the universe. 
He would rather give than doanything else. ‘‘Give” 






is the meaning of forgiveness,—or ‘‘ great giving ’’} 
it is the meaning of grace. The very nature, the 
very being of God is that of the Giver: he gives, 
gives, gives. We please him most when we tu- 
ally receive, receive, receive from him,—and above 
all, receive him. 


The Truth That Is Golden 


‘*An understanding heart,” to ‘‘discern between 
good and evil,” was what Solomon desired. He 
wanted, not merely rag intellectual knowledge, but 
a knowledge of right and wrong, of practical right- 
eousness. But no one can really know the difference 
between a and wrong unless he is ae right, is 
A neaeet imself. Solomon therefore, whether he 
fully realized it or not, was asking for that which 
David (in last week’s Golden Text) had counseled 
him to have: ‘‘a perfect heart” and ‘a willing mind.” 
That meant an actual, spiritual, supernatural expe- 
rience of God in his life and as his life. Only thus 
could. God wholly answer his prayer. And God 
would rather have us ask him for Himself than for 
any of his gifts or works. He gives us himself: in 
Christ. ‘The fear of Jehovah is the beginning of 
wisdom” (Griffith Thomas, III, 9). ym Christ is 
our wisdom (1 Cor. 1 :.30). 


Teaching Points 

Alliances with those who are not serving God show our 
distrust of God. He cannot do for us, when we compro- 
mise with others, all that he would and can do for us:when 
we give him not only the first place, but the whole place 
in our lives. _ He is a ‘* jealous God”? for our sakes. 

A great offer made to us is a great test of us. 

Solomon’s prayer began by recognizing God’s wonderful 
goodness, in what God had alteady done for his father and 
himself. Are we giving praise the place it ought to have 
in our prayers ? 

Solomon wanted an understanding heart; and the. He- 
brew for ‘‘ understanding’’ is “*hearing’’ (v. 9). . ‘The 
Hebrew for the word ‘‘ discern.”’ (v. 11), is also ‘‘ hear,’’ 
How simple this makes the: matter of understanding... If 
we will listen. to God, have heating ‘hearts, we' shall iave 
understanding. God will do the talking, the teaching, the 
revealing: all we need to do is to open our ears to him. 
It is all of grace. 

Answering, God did not say ‘I will do,’’ but “I save 
done’’ (v. 12). When we ask according to God’s will, the 
answer is instantaneous, so far as God’s part is concerned, 
even though the consummation of the answer may be de- 
layed in reaching us. See Daniel 9: 23; 10: 12, 13. 

As no kings were to be like unto him, so God’s man 
always has that which other men do not and cannot have. 

God’s promise to Solomon was unconditional through 
verses 12,13. Then (v.14) he made a conditional prom- 
ise. Solomon did not meet that condition, and he died. at 
apparently sixty or less. 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

Are we to pay any attention to dreams nowadays as pos- 
sible messages of God to us? See Notes on Open Letters 
for a discussion of this, and Dr, Griffith Thomas (II, §) for 
other Scriptural instances. 

Searching questions that open up some of the truths of 
the lesson are given by Mrs. Baldwin (2, 3). 

Can we have self-respect if we always humble ourselves 
before God as completely as Solomon did ? 

Can we be guaranteed against ever making a mistake in 
judgment, in this life? 

Why did God condition Solomon’s long life upon Solo- 
mon’s fidelity to His will ? 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The suggestions 
and questions are for the members’ own preparation. } 


Solomon Dedicates the Temple (1 Kings 8 : 1-53). 


For the first time in the history of the world God 
was to have a magnificent temple built by man. It 
is hard for us to realize the overwhelming splendor 
and riches of that building. If the text of the Bible 
that we have has come down to us correctly from the 
original manuscripts, David had amassed an amount 
of from 2450 to 4900 million dollars, placed at Solo- 
mon’s disposal for the use of the temple, though 
this was not al] expended» Read chapters 5 and 6. 

Find two remarkable instances of Solomon’s wisdom in 
the Scripture material between thé second and third lessons, 

Why did God need a temple? 

How do we know that the work at the temple itself, as 
the building was going up, was more silent than perhaps 
the work on any great building in history? 

What was in the ark when it was brought into the 
temple ? 

Mr. Rogers (6) suggests an unusually interesting way for 
the class to prepare on this lesson, ; 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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NE of the most valuable topics of the Bible is 

the record of meetings between the soul and 

God, especially the first meeting. Such varied 
illustrations as those of Abraham, Jacob, Samuel, the 
ung ruler, Peter, and Paul are full of the deepest 
nterest. So now we have thecase of Solomon in this 
his first recorded meeting or interview with God, 
although we know that God rs wre A wth Solomon 
(2 Sam, 12 : 24) and he loved God (1 Kings 3 : 3). (1) 


I. Surroundings of the Lesson 


Connection.—The reign of Solomon is recorded 
from « Kings 3-11, nine chapters, and yet the entire 
period of forty years is Wie’ beg oer and practi- 
cally no dates are given. e record takes the form 
of subjects rather than chronological sequence. Thus, 
in 3 and 4 we have his wisdem and prosperity; 5-7, 
the tions for building; 8, the dedication of the 
temple; 9 and 10, his foreign relations; 11, his sin, 
with the three enemies, and the close of his reign. (2) 

Time. — This ' poe: took. place, according to 
Beecher, 1022 B.C., or, according to the Companion 
Bible, ‘920 B,C, ; 

Il, The Lesson 

This subject is significantly preceded by three 
verses (1-3) which indicate some of the fundamental 
causes of Solomon's later decline: his making an 
alliance with Pharaoh, king of Egypt; his marriage 
with Pharaoh’s daughter, and his departure from 
David's ways in one special particular. All these 
were really opposed to his love for Jehovah, even 
though that love is here recognized. hile the alli- 
ance with Egypt was not directly contrary to the 
divine law, it unfortunately led to affinity with hea- 
thenism, ‘and was the beginning of a polygamous 
career that tended to get worse and worse. So from 
the very outset of his career there were forces of evil 
at work counteracting the forces of good. (3) 

“The Gracious Revelation (vs. 4, 5).—It was not 
long after his accession that he went to Gibeon, six 
thiles porthiwest of Jerusalem; in the territory of Ben- 


jamin, and called the leaders to: accompany him: 


(2*Chron. 1:2). The tabernacle and brazen altar 
were there (1 Chron. 16:39; 21: 29, comp. 1 Sam. 
22 : 19), since as yet no temple existed in Jerusalem. 
This visit was intended as a public act of worship, 
doubtless to express gratitude for his accession, and 
to-enter into covenant for the continuance of God’s 
blessing.. The offerings were large, but not unusual 
(8 : 62), and were expressive, as burnt-offerings, of 
whole-hearted consecration to God. It should be 
noted that at this time there were two sacred places, 
—one at Gibeon, near Saul’s old capital and Samuel’s 
home at Ramah, the other on Mt. Zion where David 
had potion” @ pee the ark (2 Sam. 6:17). (4) 

At this time God graciously manifested himself to 
Solomon. God is always first in his revelation to the 
soul, and this is the unique feature of Christianity. 
Other religions express man’s search after God. ‘ 
Christianity reveals God’s approach to the soul. By 
méans of a dream God made Solomon an offer. 
Dreams and visions were used by God for the revela- 
tion of his will from time to time (Gen. 15 : 12; 46: 2; 
Num. 12:6). The evident spirit of reverence and 
loyalty probably led to God’s offer, ‘‘Ask what I 
shall give thee.” It was a wonderful invitation, ex- 
pressive of the magnificent opportunity before Solo- 
mon, God requires usto make choice. Life is noth- 
ing else than a series of choices, and it is this that 
constitutes the difference between animals and men, 
that the latter can deliberately choose in the exercise 
of the will. Doubtless God knew the heart of Solo- 
mon, and could trust him to make a right choice. 
Other decisions in Scripture should be noticed at 
this point, including Lot’s (Gen. 13:11), Esau’s 
(Heb. 12: 16), Salome’s (Mark 6: 25), the people’s 
(Luke 23 : 18). (5) 

The pido bead Response (vs. 6-9).—Solomon quick] 
recognized the situation. God’s dealings with David. 
showing him mercy in spite of his failures, and rais- 
ing up a son to reign in his stead, together with his 
own youth and inability, made Solomon very con- 
scious of his need. He seems to suggest that God’s 
dealings with his father were proportioned to David’s 
faithfulness, and there is a profound truth in this 
idea, for God is to us what we are toGod. At the 
same time, Solomon’s reference to David is regarded 
as the foundation of his own approachto God. There 
was a beautiful spirit of self-distrust, ‘‘I am but a 
little child.” Whatever was his exact age, these 
words represent his state of mind. Humility and 
modesty constitute the secret of true living (1 Chron. 
a9: 1; Tec: 1: 6-8). He felt, too, his great responsi- 
bility. Standing on the threshold of life, he had, to 
deal with others. The large number of people re- 
ferred to seems to indicate an ‘allusign to the divine 
promise of wonderful increase (Gen. 13 : 16; 15: 5; 


. 


32:12). His definite need was that of knowledge 
and wisdom. Knowledge refers to understanding, 
and wisdom to the app ication of knowledge to or- 
dinary practical life. It has been often-said that a 


senior gg Bs never so sure of ines as a young . 


barrister, ause the greater our height the broader 
our horizon. But Solomon realized beyond all else 
his dependence on God as he prayed for the divine 
ift of ‘an understanding heart.” His work would 
at once judicial, legislative, and executive, and for 
this he would need divine wisdom beyond all else 
(Jas. 1: 5). (6) mba 

The Glorious Realization (vs. 10-14).—No wonder 
that God some of this request as pleasing to him 
(Jas. 4: 3). hile it would not have been essentiall 
biter 5 to ask for long life or wealth, yet by compari- 
son these things were small, and God at once assured 
Solomon that -he had given him the heart he sought 
in order that he might ‘‘ discern justice.” Solomon’s 
wisdom has become proverbial, and it seems to refér 
more to practical sagacity and insight than to what is 
generally regarded as intellectual attainment. In 
addition to this, God gave him that for which he did 
not ask, both wealth and honor; so that there was no 
king to be compared with him. This was wonder- 
fully like God, to give beyond our asking (Eph. 3 : 20). 
There was, however, one significant warning, about 
obedience to God's law, and the assurance that if 
Solomon would be faithful his days should be length- 
ened. Unfortunately, as we know, his unfaithfulness 
led to a decided decrease in his prosperity and iflu- 
ence. The reference to David does not mean that 
Solomon's father kept God’s law perfectly, but sim- 
ply that his general life was sufficiently faithful to 
make it a standard for Solomon, Thus God an- 
swered him ry een 4 and at the same time gave 
him out of the divine bounty far more than he had 
asked. (7) 

The Glad Recognition (v. 15).—When Solomon 
awoke he knew that Jehovah had been actually speak- 
ing .to him, even, though all had. taken place in a 
dream. It is important to study the phenomena of 
dreams as channels of divine revelation (Beecher, 
‘The Prophets and the Promise,” Crowell, $2). The 
result was that Solomon returned to Jerusalem and 
went to Mt. Zion, where the ark was, and offered up 
offerings expressive of his consecration and of his 
fellowship with God. This is the difference between 
the burnt-offerings and the peace-offerings (Lev. 1: 
4). His servants also participated in this joyous con- 
sciousness of God’s favor, for Solomon ‘* made a 
feast” to them all. (8) 


Ill. Central Truths 


1. The Practical Power of Fear.—More than once 
we are told that ‘‘ The fear of Jehovah is the begin- 
ning of wisdom” (Prov. 9: 10).. By this is to be un- 
derstood, not the craven fright of slaves, but the 
reverential awe of those who know the character of 
God. Scripture has much to say about ‘‘ reverence 
and godly fear” because it expresses the true attitude 
of sinful man to the holiness of God. Solomon fully 
recognized God’s goodness to his father and to him- 
self, and also his own nothingness in God’s sight and 
his deep need, All this shows the wonderful ‘ fear 
of Jehovah” that filled his heart, and whenever this 
is found it is the source, start, and assurance of gen- 
uine spiritual insight and wisdom. Whatever, there- 
fore, we may feel and rejoice in’ about the freeness 
and fulness of God’s salvation, and of our access to 
and fellowship with God, we must never forget that 
‘*holy and reverend is his name” (Psa. 111 : 9. (9) 

2. The Solemn Power of Choice.—In all ages this 
element has been prominent in life. Joshua urged 
the people of Israel to choose (Josh. 24: 15), and 
Elijah told the people that they were not to halt be- 
tween following Jehovah and Baal (1 Kings 18 : 21). 
Outside the Bible we have the well-known story of 
the choice of Hercules and the words of Longfellow 
about that time of life of the young girl when she is 


‘* Standing with reluctant feet 
Where the brook and river meet,’’ 


This power of choice is put before us all, and it will 
be well if we are able to follow Mary:in choosing the 
good part (Luke 10 : 42). (10) 

3. Lhe Blessed Power of Prayer.—Solomon’s re- 
quest suggests, what is so frequently: found in Scrip- 
ture, that God’s revelation to man is invariably 
associated with man’s response in prayer. God in- 
vites us to’draw near and to tell him what we need. 
How marvelous is the power of prayer which sets in 
motion the forcesof God on our behalf. The answers 
to prayer are thus: (1) definite, (2) immediate, (3) 
satisfying. (Note these in the lesson.) It is essen- 
tial to remember that there are real answers to prayer, 
and that it is quite inadequate to say that the benefit 
of prayer is merely reflex (Dr. H. -Clay Trumbul, 
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‘*Personal Prayer: Its Nature and Scope, with 
Illustrative Answers to Prayer,” Revell, 50 cents 
net) Such men as Cromwell, Washington, and 
Havelock invariably submitted their difficulties to 
God in prayer. During one terrible time Washing- 
ton was found praying earnestly for help, and a 
Quaker, who overheard the prayer, remarked, 
“Though I believe not in war, the cause of a man 
who prays like that must prevail.” So also Lincoln 
said to Bishop Simpson during some dark days, 
‘This burden of responsibility is so heavy, I must 
have divine help. I want you to pray with me.” 
‘When the soldiers saw a handkerchief flying outside 
Gordon's tent they knew that he was alone with God 
and must not be disturbed. ' 
4. The Wonderful Power of Grace.—God alway 

responds to true prayer as he did in Solomon’s case: 
(1) He enters our life, (2) blesses us, and (3) enables 
us to be and to do what he wills. (See this, too, in 
the story.) Not only so, but if the right things are 
sought they never come alone, for if we seek first 
God's kingdom, all other things will be added (Matt. 
6 : 33). (11) 
IV. A Lesson Outline 

1. The Gracious Revelation (Prov, 2: 1-9). 

2. The Grateful Response (Matt, 6: 25-34). 

3. The Glorious Realization (Psa. 119: 97, 104). 

4. The Glad Recognition (Job 28 ; 12-28), 

Wyc irre CoL__ece, Toronro. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Really Wanting It.—Ask what / shall give thee 
(v. 5). As’we saw in last lesson every Christian has 
been anointed a king. If the kingdom is not the best 
and the treasure chest is not full, the king has not 
earnestly desired the best gift (Matt. 6: 33). What 
have you asked for—and really meantit? I can take 
you to thousands of men who are ‘‘ ball crazy.” Itis 
a good thing, too, to be interested in clean sport. 
Paul was that sort. ‘These fellows know all. about 
the nf ep and the fine points of the game. They 
study the sporting pages of the dailies and have the 
records of every hero at their finger-ends. Suppose 
these same men should get business crazy and know 
the fine points of their business as wellas ball! Right 
here is the secret of the success of our, Hebrew brother. 
I cannot talk ten miputes to Isaac Braunstein, our 

rosperous merchant, but he mentions “business.” 
Tcasmet talk two minutes to Dick Sellers but he is 
sure to mention ‘‘thé game,”’ Isaac is always think- 
ing ‘* business,” Dick is always thinking ‘ ball.” 
‘*Ball” is the ea thing Dick is “up on.” Dick 
‘draws sixty per. Isaac, who came to town a few 
years ago with a dollar and thirty cents, has a big 
store and rows of houses. God loves every man as 
he loved David and Solomon. Wants you to have 
the best. But you must ask for it and get after it. 
You must mean business (Matt. 7: 7). (1) 


How the Race Runs.—Give thy servant therefore 
an understanding heart to judge thy people (v. 9). 
All life is religious. Heaven has started something 
in us and we are ‘‘a going.’’ When we have run our 
run weshallstop. Then what? These hearts of ours 
throb out our days like the old grandfather's clock 
deliberately ticking away downstairs in the hall. 
While we thus tick into eternity we need nothing so 
much to keep us running right as an understanding 
heart (Psa. 143: 8; Eph. 1: 17-19). The employer 
with the welfare of many men at heart, each man 
standing for four at home to.whom the yellow envel- 
ope means existence, needs the understanding heart 
‘*to judge thy people.”” And the workman who earns 
the yellow envelope and who has the family on its 
way up also needs the understanding heart. The 
head men of this great railroad came from working- 
men’s homes. That day-laborer father needed wis- 
dom to bring —— that railroad president. This 
wisdom was in the family, else President Blank had 
never gotten there. Those little shavers of yours 
raising a racket over there on the floor are successes 
in the bud also if. they are blessed with a father hav- 
ing an understanding heart. If you will not get next 
to God for your own sake, for your business’ sake, 
why not for the baby’s sake ? (2) 


The Specification.— 7he speech pleased the Lord 
(v. 10). Of course it did. There is nothing that 
pleases both God and man like the grace of unsel- 
fishness, It is the surest way up. Most of the best 
big places are filled by men who never sought them. 
(Matt. 20 : 26,27; Phil. 2: 3, 4). Last week I rode on 
the train with one of the most noted food manufac- 
turers in the land. ‘* Ridgway,” said he, ‘‘can you 
find me a private secretary? He must be under 
forty, a stenographer and Cg Heeidgons 
Sunday-school man. Must have a pleasing person- 
ality to meet my friends. Bright, active, fine man- 
ners. Quick, wise, and intelligent. Do you have 
one such among your thousands of young men 
friends?" I could not just that minute lay my hands 
upon the man to fill the bill! Have you one? Here 
is:a fine position and eventually for life for the right 
man, hy should not every young man be ready 


He must be a 
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for such a job? How? -Actually want it. Then ask 
God for it. There never was such a demand as now 
for this brand of young men. Most of our great busi- 
ness heads came from this sort of young manhood. 
It is not the self-seeking chap of brass and bluff who 
goes up and stays up. It is almost always a surprise 
party when old Advancement taps young Merit on 
the shoulder and says, **I want you. Come wf with 
me.” Uncle John Fritz was always so busy *' shovin’” 
other fellows along that he was always surprised when 
they came and ‘‘shoved” him along. (3), 


Rich Old Fellows.—ecause thou... hast notasked 
for thyself long Mies ...vtches... the life of thine 
enemies (Vv. 11). he things he did not choose are 
the very things that many men would choose in that 
day—and in this, While few men would dare to ask 
for the life of an enemy, the working motto of many 
men is, ‘‘ Every fellow for himself, and tlie Devil take 
the hindmost.’"’ Countless hundreds of human beings 


are clawing their way through life to the hurt of oth- . 


ers. ‘*Whatcare Iso I get mine?” 
fiuance, Napoleons of business. Napoleons of life. 
Yes. But do not forget Waterloo and St. Helena. 
Selfishness and unselfishness never better contrasted 
than in things chosen and things not chosen. Long 
life is splendid, upon one condition. Riches are 
splendid, upon one condition. ‘The life of an enemy 
is splendid, upon one condition (Prov. 16: 31; Micah 
4: 13; Prov. 25: 21, 22). The happiest sight under 
the sun is to see a rich old man getting even with the 
world, Gathering up the kids and their mothers from 
the noisome alleys and sending them into the green 
fields on the Paradise special. Putting-4ight into 
heathen lands, like Lyman Stewart: Mastering dis- 
ease, like John Rockefeller. Lifting down-and-outs 
from the gutter, like John Huyler. Hospital build- 
ing among suffering misery, like Louis Severance. 
Lifting the colored race, like Robert Ogden. Feed- 
ing pure milk to poor babies, like Nathan Strauss, 
God bless the dear old Rich Fellows! (4) 


The White Tops.—// thou wilt walk in my ways, 
... 4 will lengthen thy days (v. 14). Righteous 
living is the best recipe for a long life. The longest 
livers are those who live by the Book. ‘There are 
fewer gray heads at a liquor dealers’ convention than 
at any other gathering of men who sell goodsor skill. 
Look in on the next gathering of the Home Destroy- 
ers. It is a dark head line all over the hall. Dothey 
get rich quick and retire? Ordo they die early under 
the curse of the business ? (Hab, 2: 15.) There are 
lots of old fellows among the bankers, and ‘the. wool 
men, and the cotton men, and. the iron men,:and the 
leather men, and the millers, and the merchants, and 
the teachers, and the engineers, and the lawyers; the 
railroad men, and all the other vocations, These old 

'‘ fellows are everywhere, and full of life and ginger. 
If you don't believe it just start something! Dr. 
‘Tully of Media is ninety-four. He is busy building 
churches down in Delaware county. Nothing kills 
off the race like sin and worry. Club Sin from the 
door and throw Worry out of the window and we men 
would be good for a hundred and twenty, with the 
last white years the best of the six score. Our 
good Chester county Quakers and Lancaster county 
Dunker friends stuck to their broad acres, lived sim- 
ple, godly lives, had Peace for their watchword, and 
outlived all their neighbors (Job 11: 17). (§) 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL. readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this de- 
partment. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal 
lesson illustration used, and two dollars for the best il- 

lustration each week. A circular explaining the acceptance 
of material,,and the year's lesson calendar, will be sent fora 
two-sent stamp. 


When We Don’t Understand.-— 7%e fear.of Jehovah 
ts the beginning of wisdom (Golden Text). The 
story is told of a young theological student who one 
day came to the great evanyelist, Mr. Spurgeon, 
telling him that the Bible contained some verses 
which he ceuld not understand, and about which he 
was very much worried. ‘To this the great man of 
God replied: ‘Young man, allow me to give you 
this word of advice: You must expect to let God 
know some things which you do not understand.” 
The student took the words of wisdom to heart,— 
Sent by Robert V. Malone, Canonsburg, Pa. The 
prise for this week ts awarded to this illusira- 
tion. (1) 


How He Dared.— The fear of Jehovah is the begin- 
ning of wisdom (Golden Text) A young man had 
just. become pastor of a large church. At a recep- 
tion given him by his people, one of the gossips, a 
woman with a dangerous tongue, came up and Said, 
‘*I do not understand how you dared attempt the 
task of pleasing seven hundred people.” Quick asa 
flash the Lord gave him the answer. He replied, 
‘*I did not come to this city to please seven hundred 
people. I have come to please only One, and if I 
please Him all will be well."—From The Christian 
— Sent by J. A. Clark, Greetland, Halifax, 
ony. 

And We Have the Same God.— /eHovah appeared 
to Solomon in a dream (v. 5).. The late Dr. Cranage 
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showed me a house at Wellington, Shropshire, where 
the Lord had appeared in a wonderful dream to a 
woman who lived there. . She was sick, and 
poor to the last point of destitution. One day word 
came to her that the woman who'had waited on and 
cared for her had died. ‘The poor invalid lay help- 
less upon her couch, wondering what would become 
of her, Inthat mood she fell asleep. In her dreams, 
she said, the angel of the Lord appeared, and took 
her into the open air, and pointed: in one direction, 
and there were mountains of bread, and in another 
direction there were mountains of butter, and in an- 
other direction there were mountains of all kinds of 
worldly supply. ‘The angel said to her, ‘‘ Woman, 
all these mountains belong to your Father, and do 
you think he will let you, his child, hunger and die?” 
r. Cranage told me that by some divine impulse he 
went to that destitute home, saw the suffering there, 
aud cared for her all the way through.—from Dr. 
Talmage, in The Christian Herald. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Greetiand, Halifax, Eng. (2) 
God's Desire.— Ask what I shall give thee (v. 5). 
One day in a Yorkshire prayer-meeting there dropped 
in a. stranger who did what many men are in the 


. habit of Mees Gy: forgive them—he made a prayer. 


When he had been talking twenty minutes, and had 
been giving the Almighty information that he had 
known before that man was born, at last he said, 


.**And now, O Lord God, what more shall we say 


unto thee?” A dearold Yorkshire man, who knew 
how to pray, said, ‘‘Call him Feyther, mon, and ax 
for summit.” ‘That is what we want. Jesus did not 
say if you will give God information for twenty min- 
utes, you will get something out of it. He said, 
‘* Ask. and receive; seek and find; knock, and it shall 
be opened."—From Northfield Echoes. Sent by 
Mrs. Edward L. Upton, Hartford, Conn, (3) 


Didn’t Need Wisdom.—Give ‘thy servant therefore 
an.understanding heart... for whois able to judge 
this ‘thy great people (v. 9). A public notice was 
given in Leamington, England, some years ago, 
which seemed to indicate that the parish of St. Paul’s 
had some confidence in its own perspicacity as well 
as trust in the wisdom of Providence. ‘A special 
meeting will be held on Saturday next at eleven 
o'clock, to entreat the Lord to give us a man of his 
own choosing for the pastor of St. Paui’s. Such we 
believe ‘the Rev. H. L of B—— to be.”— From 
Youth's Companion. Sent by D. B. Hixon, Ridge- 
wood, N. J. (4) 


A Chinese Solomon.—Give ‘thy servant therefore 
an'understanding heart to judge.. waged (Vv. 9). 
This story’ about Wang, a Chinese judge, reminds 
one of the way Solomon decided the famous case of 
the baby. Before Wang two men and a woman ap- 
ca Sa The older man was the woman’s first hus- 

and. He had gone to the wars and had been re- 
ported dead ; now he returned alive to claim his 
wife. ' But she, meanwhile, had married the younger 
man, who refused to give her up. ‘' Yang-ki,” said 
the judge to the woman, ‘‘ which of these two men 
made the better husband?” ‘ Both are perfect hus- 
bands, my grt gall Yang-ki modestly replied. 
So the judge told the men that he would keep the 
woman by him for a week, examining her thoroughly. 

‘The week passed, and the two husbands came once 
more before the judge. He shook his head gravely, 
aud said to them ; ‘** The woman, Yang-ki, has died. 
‘There is no case. Let her original husband take the 
body away from my house and pay for the burial.” 
‘*Ho, not I,” said the original husband; and so say- 
ing he darted from the court and was soon lost to 
view. ‘You, then,” said the judge to the other 
man, ‘‘must stand these burial expenses.” ‘‘ Yes, 
the man answered, ‘ that is just, and I will give this 
woman, who was good and kind, the finest burial my 

urse will allow.” ‘The judge clapped his hands. 

ang-ki, blushing and smiling, entered the court- 
room in a rich dress of gold brocade. ‘* Take her,” 
said the wise judge; ‘‘for you, and not the other, 
merit her love and service.”—From Sabbath Read- 
ing. Sent by Mrs. R. W. Lowe, Delevan, N. Y. 


4 
Oriental Lesson Lights 


By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland 
Missionary to the Jews. 


HE king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there (v. 4). 
‘The land of Canaan had become the land of 
Israel, its walled cities had been captured and 

tribal divisions. merged into a united kingdom, but 
the high places were high places still. Religious use 
and wont may be available for evil as well as good, 
but it is the most persistent force in human lives. 
Those high places are still met with in the Lebanon, 
in one place with the pillars and gateways built into 
a monastery, in another hidden away with its masonry 
of. great beveled stones in the’ midst of green vine- 
yards, in another a bare desolation in the wilderness. 
The chief principle that governed the selection of 
sites was to secure an elevated position with a view of 
the rising sun, and with a strong spring of water near 
at hand. Paul. epistles testify tothe taint of idol 
influence affecting the imagination of the Gentile con- 
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verts, and in Palestine to-day there are shrines of 
heathen origin, and old votive trees sacred to Chris- 
tians, Moslems and Jews. (1) ; 

Instead of David my father: and lam but a little 
child (v. 7). It was difficult to succeed such a father 
with such a name of iuspiration and heroism. An 
Arabic proverb says, ‘‘ He who has known you when 
= were young will never respect you when you are 

ig.” In the East when a doctor brings to his assis- 
tance a son who is fresh from the medical school with 
new bacterial methods, the patients prefer to be 
treated by the father. He has done things. (2) 

Who ts able to judge this thy great people ? (v. 9). 
The Oriental judge is no reader of authoritative pre- 
cedents. He uses his own judgment. 

Thou... hast not asked for thyself long A A (v. II). 
At family and religious festivals the Jews always lift 
the glass of good-will and say ‘‘ Lz-hayim/” (*‘ for 
life”) as the supreme subject of congratulation. (3) 

Understanding to discern justice (v. 11). he 
wisdom commended in Proverbs 8 and g is considered 
by the Jews to be the Torah or Bible. 

He came to Jerusalem, and stood before the ark of 
the covenant of Jehovah (v. 15). hen Solomen 
realized that he was called to a dedicated life, he wor- 
shiped in the presence of the commandments as mean- 
ing more than the ceremonial ritual at Gibeon. The 
division between outward rite and inward obedience 
is still a familiar line of cleavage. (@) 
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Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


HE high place at Gibeon, where Solomon went to 
wors ip. was between five and six miles north- 
west of Jerusalem. ‘The number 25 on our map 
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MAP BATENT No, 655.569 BY UNDERWOOD & UNDERWOOD 
marks a spot on the northern side of a neighboring 
hill (Mizpah) from which wecan get a good idea of the 
place where the young king prayed and found his 
praver answered. 

We look across a valley where crops of various 
kinds are raised by twentieth century farmers, and 
see beyond the fields a hill whose sides are laid off in 
terraces like broad stairs. Onthe nearly level summit 
there is a little village of gray stone houses with olive 
orchards occupying adjoining ground. 

Archeologists have found on that hill a rude altar, 
hewn from the solid rock, which is without doubt the 
one where Solomon offered sacrifice. . Perhaps he 
spent the night in prayer before the altar, and had 
his dream or vision in the still hours when he was 
alone, while the broad arch of sky that we now see by 
daylight was a dark blue concave, sparkling with stars. 

Use a stereograph entitled ‘‘ From Mizpah north 
over terraced hill of Gibeon to Ramallah.” 


The Underwood Travel System is, under this heading, ap- 
plied as usual to the lesson of the week. ‘The use of the 
stereographs will be found a most practical help in making 
the lesson places real. Forty-five places. will be visited dur- 
ing 1915. ‘The forty-five stéreographs cost $7.50, and, if 
all are ordered at one time, a cloth-bound, gold-lettered case 
will be given free. Twelve places will be described with the 
lessons of the third quarter; cost $2.00. The four for July 
cost 67 cents. Less than four in one order are 20 cents each. 
Stereoscopes 90 cents each. Lantern slides of the same scenes 
can also be supplied. Plain slides, 50 cents each ; sepia-tinted, 
55 cents; colored, $1.10. In orders for twenty-five or more 
prices are : plain slides, 40 cents each ; sepia-tinted, 45 eents ; 
colored, $1. Postage or express is prepaid on orders for either 
stereographs or stereoscopes. Address The Sunday School 
Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E, Howard 


APrayer Before the Lesson.— Lord Jesus, we pray for wis- 
dom and sound judgment ; fora true sense of fairness ; for wil- 
lingness to be led by thee. Help us to seek first the gifts from 
thee that are first in thy plan for us. May we not hinder thy 

iving of great gifts by our struggle for what we should not 
find profitable if we had it. Give us a sense of true values ; 





and when thou wouldst make us millionaires of grace may we 
not prefer the poverty of those who struggle for riches of any 
sort that crumble into disappointing dust and ashes. 

be wise enough @ prefet thy wisdom to our ignorance, 
dear name we pray. 


May we 
In thy 
Amen. 























LESSON FOR JULY 18 (1 Kings 3 : 4-15) 


After the Lesson.—Did you ever umpire 
agame? Some of you boys tell me, please, 

me of the qualities the ‘‘ ump ”’ must have. 
Woncnasnalans sharp eyes, knowledge of the 
game, fairness, good judgment. ‘And what 
a how] goes up if he pa that he lacks any 
one of these! It doesn’t make any differ- 
ence whether he is rich or poor, red-headed 
or tow-headed, big-fisted or lady-fingered, 
that ‘‘ump’’ has got to be fair and level- 
headed, and able to see what the right de- 
cision ought to be, or it’s ‘put him out!”’ 
from all over the bleachers. (1) 

Of course an umpire must be square and 
able. He must know. So must a king, if 
he is good for anything. And so must you 
and I, We’re of no use in anything decent 
unless we are square, and unless we can tell 
the right thing te do. 

But the trouble is that sin has mixed us 
up so badly that we get confused, and we 
make wrong decisions, and are liable to do 
things that are not just square. Solomon 
wasn’t the last man, or the first, who has 


felt the need of a skill far greater than his 


own to make him see and do the right thing, 
to be fair and square. Have we asked 
for gifts like these, or are we still asking for 
breakable toys and little balloons ? 

And how God loves to give what we need ! 
May I show you his way with Solomon, as 
with us ? 





“WHEN WE ASK ARIGHT 


COD GIVES dite sam WE ASK 


MORE THAN 
DO WE ASK ARIGHT? 











Do we? We can.be as wise as Solomon 
in that, if we will, Why not let our asking 
be lifted. up above cheap and empty things, 
and pray for first things first? 
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Lesson Hymns and Psaims 


‘Come, my soul, thy suit prepare.”’ 
'Heleadeth me: O blessed thought.”’ 
‘** I ‘néed thee every hour."’ 
“ Lord, speak to me, that I may speak.”’ 
** My Jesus, as thou wilt.’ 
‘*O Jesus, I have promised."’ 
“ Walk in the light ; so shalt thou know."’ 
** When we walk with the Lord.”’ 


(References in parentheses are to the metrical 
Psalm book ‘‘ Bible Songs.” ) 


Psalm 19 : 7-14 (36 : 1-5). 
Psalm 119 : 33-40 (245 : 1-3). 


Psalm 21 : 1-13 (38 : 1-4). 
Psalm ror : 1-8 (202 : 1-4). 
Psalm 111: 1-10 (227 : I, 9, 10). 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON TEACHING.— Everybody must 
choose between the good and the bad. 
Before the Story.—Do you like to 
play choosing games? Whoever has first 
choice has the right to the best place. If 
you could choose one from a bunch of roses 
or a dish of fruit, would you choose a good 
one or a spoiled one? Did you ever help to 
pick over berries for supper ?, Which do you 
throw away? Which do you keep to eat ? (1) 
Perhaps your mother takes you down town 
to help to choose your hat, shoes, or clothes. 
Do you like to go? Every day we must 
choose the words that we speak and the 
things that we do. ‘Does it make any differ- 
ence whether we choose good or bad words? 
We must choose many times every day. (2) 

The Heavenly Father watches the people 
in‘ this world to find those who love Jesus 
and who try to be good like him, that he 
may choose them for his heavenly home. 
He had watched David for many years, from 
the time he was a shepherd boy and while 
he was king until he grew old and feeble, 
and the time was near when God would 
take him to the heavenly home. 

King David felt so sure of this that he 
said, I shall dwell in the house of the Lord 
forever. 

Review.—David was pleased to choose 
Solomon to be the next king. He loved to 
talk to him about the temple which he was 





to build, and about keeping God’s com- 
mands and walking in God’s way. He said, 
Know thou the God of thy father, and serve 
him with a perfect heart ood with a willing 
mind, 

This Week's Lesson Story.—When David 
died Solomon became the real king. Solo- 
mon was good and great and loved the Lord. 
He planned a great feast near Jerusalem 
with offerings unto the Lord. hat night 
while Solomon slept he had a dream. God 
came to him, and said, Ask what I shall 
give thee, Then Solomon thanked God for 
his goodness to David, his father, and for his 
kindness in making his son to be king. 

Solomon wondered what he should choose, 
He knew that God had all the riches of the 
world, but he didn’t choose riches, He was 
a young king, and his kingdom was great, 
so he said, I feel like a little child who does 
not know how to go out or come in—how to 
choose between right and wrong, Give thy 
servant an understanding heart to choose be- 
tween good and evil. 

Solomon’s answer pleased the Lord, He 
said, Because you have asked for a wise and 


understanding heart I will give you great: 


wisdom, and ‘more than that. You shall 
have riches and honor, ‘and if you will keep 
my commands, like David your father, I 
will give you long life. 

Solomon awoke, but the dream had been 
more than a dream, He came to Jeru- 


; Salem and stood before the ark of God in 


the Holy Tent, and worshiped with offerings 
and a feast. 

People saw that the wisdom of God was 
with King Solomon. He said, ‘The fear of 
Jehovah is the beginning of wisdom. Jesus 
said, Seek ye first the kingdom of God, Sol- 
omon did so. 

It wasn’t long till Solomon had to prove 
his wisdom. Two women who lived in the 
same house had. little babies. One night 
one baby died... His mother was so sorry 
that she carried him where the other mother 
and her baby were sleeping. Very quietly 
she picked up the living child and put her 
dead baby in its place. Next morning the 
other woman woke and picked wp the baby 
to feed him. The baby was dead. As she 
looked at him she was sure he wasn’t her 
baby, but the other woman said he was, and 
wouldn’t give up the living child. 

The two women were brought before King 
Solomon with the living and dead babies, for 
him to decide to whom they belonged. King 
Solomon wouldn’t hurt a little baby, but he 
tried a wise plan to find out which mother 
really owned the living child. He said, 
Bring me a sword to divide the living child 
in two and give half to each mother. One 
woman was willing, but the real mother 
called out, Let her have the baby. Do not 
kill him. The king was sure that the woman 
who loved the child most was the true 
mother, so he gave her the living child, 
who was really her own baby. 

When the people heard about it they 
feared the king, for they saw that the wis- 
dom of God was in him to do right. 

After the Story.—Not only kings, but 
everybody needs wisdom to choose between 
right and wrong. 


** We have a part in God's great plan, 
So let us do the best we can 
‘To guard our hearts and lives so well 
That only right shall in them dwell."’ 
‘* Let all we touch and hear and see 
Help us each day more pure to be. 
It pleases him when we are strong 
To choose the right and shun the wrong."’ 


Hand-work.—Let children copy from the 
board, ‘*I want to choose the gocd,’’ and 
sign names, 

CHICAGO. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. Luella Denison Baldwin 


AS it occurred to you how much our 
life is made up of choices? We de- 
cide to rise about six instead of seven 

in the morning. We choose or reject cer- 
tain food for meals. “We decide to read Ben 
Hur and reject Adam Bede. We choose 
Frances for our chum rather than Mildred, 
We resolve to study music instead of paint- 
ing. Shall it be this or shall it be that? 
Choose we must. A refusal to choose is in 
itself a choice. You have said of a friend, 
‘* How lucky she is,’’ and another you. have 
pitied, yet perhaps they faced the same ques- 
tions, but made opposite decisions. (I) 
Among the first things Solonion did as 
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king was to hold what we might call a big 
religious jivention,, The purpose was to 
offer saciifice unto God, for Solomon loved 
Jehovah ( (v. 3). Observe the liberal offering. 
This service was held at Gibeon, because the 
tabernacle was there, It doubtless was an 
occasion of great joy and inspiration to all. 
After all was over, one can iniagine that 
Solomon lay down to sleep longing for big 
things from God, yet burdened with the tre- 
mendous responsibility of being the leader 
and king of so powerful a nation. As he 
slept, God talked to him. What did God 
offer him? Would God have made Solomon 
the offer had there been no longing in his 
heart? Does God create heart hunger to 
leave it unsatisfied ? (Matt. 5:6.) Are young 
people conscious when God asks this ques- 
tion of them? Does God make the same 
offer to all young people, or only to some ? 
(John 14:13, 14; 15:16; 16:23, 24.) Who 
else makes us alluring offers? (Matt. 4: 8- 
10.) May we have anything we want? (Psa. 


37,3 4-) (2) 

Tink of it,—Almighty God offering to a 
young man anything that omnipotence could 
supply! Many of us might have begun im- 
mediately to catalogue the things we wanted. 
Some only turn to‘ God when they want to 
get sometliing from him, Solomon’s first 
words to God were not requests, but expres- 
sions of gratitude, 

God had called Solomon to take David’s 
place. The greatness of this task over- 
whelmed him: “ Setomon, as a young prince, 
grew up aniid'luxdry and ease, It would 
not have surprised us had he’ asked for a 
long reign, populatity, peace, plenty, gran- 
deur or glory. «Instead we find him telling 
God ‘of ‘his helplessness and lack of experi- 
ence, \“**T' am’ but a little child,’’ is an 
admission ‘young people of twenty do not 
always make. 

To meet his responsibility Solomon asked 
for an ‘¢understanding heart ’’~—a heart that 
could-hear the voice of God; that God might 
direct and lead his people in and through 
him. Solomon asked for wisdom, not for 
his own sake, but for the people’s and to the 
glory of God. Whenis it hard to know good 
fiom evil? Will God ever allow one to choose 
the wrong who wants to do right? Could 
Solomon ‘2. asked anything greater? (3) 

Do you ever stop to ask, ‘* Will this choice 
I am about to make please God? ’” (v. 10.) 
God enumerated to Solomon some of the 
things many young people might have chosen, 
Solomon’s choice. was greater than these. 
How like God it was, when Solomon chose 
so well, to include much else with it. ‘* But 
seek ye first his kingdom, and his righteous- 
ness; and all these things shall be added.’’ 
God loves to give, His lavishing upon Solo- 
mon but proves that he is able to do ‘‘ex- 


ceeding abundantly above all that we ask or | 


think,’’ 

A boy said to a middle-aged millionaire, 
‘*It must be great to be rich, Just think 
what you can have.’? The man replied, 


and that’s all I can do. I can only wear 
one suit of clothes ata time. A modest sum 
can make you comfortable in your own home. 
Many a time I’ve had money in my pocket, 
but my heart’s been aching. Some day the 
doctor is going to say to me, ‘I can do noth- 
ing more for you; better settle up affairs ’— 
and all the money I have won’t bring 
health. (4) 

** My boy, one day God offered me some- 
thing far greater than money; he offered me 
life and salvation in his Son Jesus Christ. 
I accepted him and I am rich. He has wis- 
dom, he has power, he has wealth, he has 
eternal life, and since he lives within me I 
have these, for theyare in Him, This is the 
supreme offer God makes to man, and the 
offer is to all, Will you accept him ?”? And 
he did. Have you? (5) 


Next Week’s Lesson 


Why was David not permitted to build the 
temple, and who, was he told, should: build 
it? (1 Chron, 22; 8-10.) 

Where was the temple located ? 

Describe the temple building. 

How aré we the temples of God? (1 Cor. 
3: 16, 17; 6:19; 2 Cor. 6: 16.) 

PHILADELPHIA, 


Definite suggestions as to the best books for 
young girls are given by Margaret E. Sang- 
ster’s ‘*What Shalla Young Girl Read?” 

The book should provea great help to parents 
as well as to the girls themselves. The 





book may be had for 50 cents, postpaid, from 
The Sunday School Times Co. 
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Pucker’s “ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William ©. Rogers 


66 ILAT would you ask for if God offered 
you whatever one thing you wanted 
most?’ was teacher’s first ques- 

tion last Sunday. 

**A million dollars,’ hollered Bulldog 
ones, 

The rest of usjust laughed and didn’t know 
what to say. 

Mr. Mason explained that God gave Solo. 
mon just such a chance and that this lesson 
was about what he chose, 

I had the first home study question, about 
where Solomon was when this took place, I 
told them he was at Gibeon and pointed it out 
on the map, about five miles northwest of Je- 
rusalem, ‘Then teacher showed us how it 
looks now, through our stereoscope.J_ It’s 
just a round hill with some houses on top. 

Carl explained that Moses’ old tabernacle 
was there, with the altar of sacrifice and every- 
thing except the Ark of the Covenant. David 
had taken that up to the new tabernacle at 
Jerusalem, you know, Carl said he guessed 
Solomon held this great meeting and sacrifice — 
at the old tabernacle so as to start out right 
being king. He stayed all night at Gibeon, 
and in a dréam there God gave him this 
chance to choose one gift. 

‘*What might Solomon have asked for ?’? 
was Bert’s question, and he named a lot of 
things ; money, honor, success, ease, etc. 

Of course we all knew from the title of the 
lesson that he did ask for wisdom, so teacher 
called on Fred to explain just what it was 
Solomon wanted, 

Fred read verse nine about ‘‘an under- 
standing heart to judge thy people,’’ and said 
Solomon was anxious to know how to be a 
good king and give everybody justice, 

Fatty had to tell why God was pleased 
with Solomon’s choice. Ile guessed it was 
partly because it showed how much wisdom 
Solomon had already, and then he didn’t ask 
so much for himself as for the good of others, 

Mr. Mason said that was it, and that one 
great trouble with the world now is that men 
think only of themselves. ‘Ihe best business 
men are the ones who are not just trying to 
get rich, but who are trying to use their busi- 
ness so as to make the world better, He be- 
lieves that’s the trouble with politics and 
everything. ‘That’s one reason why so many 
rich people are miserable ; they live for them- 
selves. (1) 

He told how one time General Booth cabled 
a New Year’s message around the world to 
all the Salvation Army posts, just one word ; 
**Others.’? That was to be their motto, 
Solomon felt the same way when he started 
out, and so he had the spirit of Jesus, who 
said he ‘*came not to be ministered unto, but 
to minister,’’ (2) 

Mr. Mason talked quite a while about our 
living for others, He believes that whatever 


| kind of work you do, that’s what you want to 
‘* My boy, you can eat three meals a day, | 


think about—helping, you know. He says 
our biggest opportunities are our responsibil- 
ities to others, just as Solomon’s were. 

He held up a bunch of cherries as an ob- 
ject-lesson and asked us why God gives rain 
and sunshine to a cherry-tree, (3) 

**So it will*grow cheiries for us to eat,’’ 
answered Bumps. 

‘* Then God doesn’t nourish the tree for its 
own sake, does he?’”’ suggested Mr. Mason, 
‘** but for others, and yet the cherry-tree en- 
joys its richest life when it is preparing to 
serve others.’’ (4) 

Bulldog Jones told how Solomon showed 
his wisdom when two women claimed the 
same baby. -‘'‘ Take a sword and split it in 
two,’ he says, But he didn’t mean to hart 
the poor little thing. ‘That was just to find 
out which woman loved it, you know.’’ Bull- 
dog thinks Solomon would have made a good 
detective. 

“ Yes,’? replied Mr. Mason, ‘*he would 
have made good in almost any line, for he 
trusted God to guide him.’’ (5) 

Mr. Mason believes that God will give us 
wisdom in av) car work if we ask him. He 
says whether we are working or studying, 
running a business or anything, we shall get 
along a lot better if we take God for our part- 
ner and consult him about everything. He 
declares some of his best business ideas have 
come in answer to prayer. 

** What does the Bible say about it?’’ he 
asked Bumps, calling for his home question, 
and Bumps read James 1:5 where it says: 
‘* But if any of you Jacketh wisdom, let him 





1 See “‘ Visiting the Lesson Scenes,” 


page 396 in 
this issue. 





_ fast table at the same hour. 
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ask of God, who giveth to all liberally and up- 
braideth not ; and it shall be given him.’’ @ 

Then teacher drew this motto on the boar 
for us: 


WISDOM 





SEEK 
From God 


In all things James 1:5 








For the good of others 





And just then the bell rang. 

Next lesson is the dedication of Solomon's 
Temple. Teacher said we would get up a 
newspaper report of it, each boy writing one 

aragraph, just like we had been a reporter 
in Jerusalem that day, We all groaned and 
said, we couldn’t do it, but teacher promised 
to help us at our Friday night meeting. He 
assigned us each our part. Bulldog is to fix 
up four head lines. I have to write the first 
paragraph, telling the main facts. Fred gives 
a history of the building. Bumps describes 
it. Bert tells about the exercises. Carl re- 
ports the dedicatory prayer. And Fatty has 
to explain a stereoscopic picture that teacher 
gave him to study up on, (7) 


An Outline of Pucker’s Lesson 


The Lesson Truth. 
Our life-work should be more than for self. 
We need wisdom from God in everyday life. 
Beginning. 
What if you had achance for one great wish? 
Solomon had such a chance. 
Solomon's Choice. 

Where did this lesson take place? Illus- 
tration —map and picture. 

Why did Solomon sacrifice at Gibeon? 

What might Solomon have asked for? 

What did he ask for? 

What did he mean by this choice ? 

God's Plan. 

Why was God pleased with Solomon's 
choice ? 

How would it affect the world if all men had 
Solomon's viewpoint? Story — Gen. 
Booth's motto, Object—bunch of cher- 
ries, 

How did Solomon show his wisdom ? 

Would Solomon have succeeded in life to- 
day? 

Where does the Bible say we can get wis- 
dom? Blackboard diagram, 


Terre Hautes, IND. 





For Family Worship 


By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 











HAVE often wondered why there are not 
more homes in which the family altar is 
erected, and various reasons have sug- 

gested themselves tome. To some there is 
the difficulty of arrangement. There is jhe 
rush to business on the part of the father of 
the family, and at the same time the young 


_ people are preparing for school or some other 


engagement, and not all appear at the break- 
Consequently 
there cannot be the fami/y gathering in the 


_ morning which might guarantee a worthy be- 


ginning toanewday. This is areal difficulty, 
but it seems. that.a reasonable way cat may 


. be found where there is an honest desire to 


**build the altar.’’ If family worshi» is to 


. be a blessing to the household it may involve 


“who are hurried ma 


some little sacrifice at the beginning. 
be required to rise 


somewhat earlier in the morning, and then 


. she 


by-a little rearrangement of domestic affairs 
it should be-possible to have a united family 
gathering before the various members of the 
household undertake their separate duties 


. for the day, 


Another and more serious difficulty is 


' probably found in some inconsistency of life. 


The family altar is the product of individua: 


* consecration, and whatever mars that will 
- weaken family devotjon, Parents must watch 


lest they provoke their children to wrath, 
and children must see that they reverence 
and respect their parents. All bitterness of 
spirit and all unbecoming actions must be 
abolished, then it becomes easy to pray to- 


’ gether, 


At the beginning of the week let all the 


. members of the family learn the Golden 


Text, and each morning repeat it before 
reading the brief passage of Scripture which 


. bears upon the general subject. 


med 





july 12 to 18 
Mona.— i Kings 3 Lots. 


Wisd 





‘This is:the choice of a young mah who was 
apparently not more than nineteen oF twenty 


Those. 
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years old. He is already wise who seeks 
wisdom first of all. Such a ghoice in the 
morning of life will lead to a giorious sunset 
at its close. Solomon gets all he wishes and 
much more besides, His not wishing tem- 
poral things constitutes a reason for his ob- 
taining them. If we ‘*seek first his king- 
dom, and his righteousness, all these things 
shall be added.’’ 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Our prayers at 
worship this morning should inelude a peti- 
tion for the young men of our land. Pray 
for the Y. M,C. A. work throughout the 
whole world, 


Tues.—Prov. 8: 1-11. Call of Wisdom. 

Let us listen attentively to the call of 
heavenly wisdom, We need have no doubt 
that here we have the voice of Christ, ** who 
was made unto us wisdom from God.’’ He 
calls by his Word, his ministering servants, 
providential dealings, seasons of prosperity 
and seasons of* adversity. May we be swift 
to hear such calls, and respond with obedient 
hearts, Wisdom teaches excellent things 
worthy the attention of princes. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for an obe- 


| dient heart to wisdom's call, , Ask that what 


He has promised’ may be yours in actual 
fact. Desire in prayer to be enriched by 
wisdom’s satisfying and enduring treasures, 
compared with which all else is lighter than 
vanity, 
Wed.—1 Cor. 1: 18-25. 

Christ the Wisdom of God. 

‘The wisdom of which a man is proud is 
but folly in a thin disguise.’’.. There were 
** Philosophoi ’’ in Paul’s day who looked for 
wisdum through man; to these the apostle 
administered a very much needed corrective, 
and declared that if we expect.to be made 
wise it is through sitting at our Master’s feet 
and accepting him as..God's' wisdom, ‘To 
know Jesus and the power of his resurrec- 
tion, this is wisdom. 

PRAYER SvuGGEstions: Pray for our 
schools and colleges, our seminaries and uni- 
versilies, professors, teachers, and students, 
and that instructors and those taught may 
have their minds enlightened with the wis- 
dom which is from above, 


Thurs.—Job 28: 12-28. Place of Wisdom. 

*t The fear of -the .Lerd, that .is wisdom ; 
and to depart from evil is understanding.’’ 
Gold,. silver, the onyx, the sapphire, the 
crystal, and the ruby, have their place in the 
bowels of the earth. Wisdom has its place 
in the **fear of the Lord,’’’and the ‘‘de- 
parting from evil.’’ 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Give the children 
aworld view. Pray for all lands and all 
peoples, and that speedily the kingdoms of 
this world may be laid at the feet of Christ. 


Fri.—Rom. 11 : 25. 26. Riches of Wisdom. 

The riches of his Wisdom are seen in the 
works of the Lord in creation. From the 
tiniest insect that moves to the most majestic 
work which came from his hand, ‘They are 
evidenced also in the works of providence, 
An overruling hand is on all. [le cares, he 
provides, he protects. The riches of his 
wisdom are seen especially in the realm of 
redemption. ‘What wisdom does he show in 
our salvation and the things which accom- 
pany it! 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Pray for the power 
of the Holv Spirit to rest upon ali branches 
of the Church of God, Pray particularly 
for your own minister and your own denom- 
ination, Pray that Christ may be exalted 
Srom every pulpits._ , 


Sat.—1i Cor. 3: 18-23. Wisdom and Foolishness. 
‘The mind of God ‘sees that to be folly 


‘| which we think ‘to be wisdom. - The late 


Professor Hodge suggested one time that 
‘the who attempts to convert the world by 
mathematics, or metaphysics, or moral philos- 
ophy is foolish atid his wisdom is folly.’’ Let 
us renounce our own wisdom in order that 
we may receive the wisdom of God. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for grace 
to be counted a fool for Christ's sake if that 
ts necessary. For the spirit of wisdom and 
knowledge to be given to all Christian 
workers. 

Sun.—James 3: 13-18. Wisdom from Above. 

Here are-the features of real wisdom. - It 
is ** from above,’’ and is contrasted with that 
which has its origin in the blinded minds 
and corrupt hearts of men. It is found ‘only 
in those who have been begotten by the 
Word of truth, and it comes.to them through 
faith in Jesus Christ. Its characteristics ‘are 
six in -number-‘and “may be readily seen by 
reading over"verse 17. _ ~* 





Paaver Succestions: What a terrible 
thing war is! Let us pray for peace to be 
restored to the warring nations and for the 
rule of righteousness on which alone peace 
can be established, 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer- Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 








Sunday, July 18, 1915 
What Christianity has Done for the 
World, (Matt. 13: 31-33.) 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MON.— Provided salvation (Heb. 2 : 1-9). 

‘TUES. — Purified it (Ezek. 47 : 6-12). 

WED. —Enlightened it (2 Cor. 4 : 1-6). 

‘THURS. —Brought hope (1 ‘Ihess. 4 : 13-18). 

Fxr1.—Introduced an ideal (1 Pet. 1 : 13-22). 

ana sta brotherhood (Jas. 2 : 
1-9). 











What would a world without Christianity 
be like ? 

Describe one benefit Christianity has brought. 

How may Christianity do still more ? 


HRISTIANITY is uniting the world. 
It has done more than any other one 
thing to bind men together, The world 
is still full enough of discord, but if it were 
not. for Christianity it would have no true 
binding ties in it. None of the non-Chris- 
tian religions is making any real effort to 
unite it. . Mohammedanism is spreading in 
Africa and India, but it makes no effort of any 
significance to convert America or Europe or 
Japan, ‘lhe bounds of Confucianism are con- 
tracting. Shintoism has withdrawn from the 
lists asa religion, and claims now only the 
place of a court ceremonial and a burial rite. 
Zoroastrianism, one of the worthiest of the 
ancient religions, has almost vanished in the 
land of its origin, and numbers comparatively 
few adherents in India. Hinduism is geo- 
graphically limited, save as a philosophy, by 
its principle of caste, and Buddhism is rejected 
in Japan by the very men who might succeed 
in propagating itelsewhere, But Christianity 
is moving out over all the earth with steadily 
increasing power, with ever multiplying agen- 
cies, with ever enlarged devotion, and with 
open and undiscourageable purpose to con- 
quer the world. 


The greatest benefit that Christianity has 
brought into the world is its idea of God. 
Jesus came to reveal to men the Father, and 
all the world has been different since men 
looked upon Jesus and saw there the Father 
whom he made known. ‘' There are many 
glories in the religion of Jesus Christ and it 
can do many services for men ; but its crown- 
ing glory, or rather the sum of all its glory, 
is its God. Christianity has such a concep- 
tion of God as no other religion has attained ; 
and what is more, it proclaims and brings to 
pass such an experience of God as humanity 
has never elsewhere known. It is in this 
that we find that superiority which entitles 
Christianity to offer itself to all mankind,’’ 


Christianity has given the ‘world the idea 
of the love of God as the fountain of 
life and duty. In the others religions, says 
Jevons, *‘ at their highest, the love of man is 
for his fellow man, and usually for himself. 
Christianity alone makes love of God to be 
the true basis and the only end of society, 
both that whereby personality exists and the 
end in which it seeks its realization. There- 
in the Christianity theory of society differs 
from all others.- Not merely does it hold 
that man cannot make himself better with- 
out making society better, that development 
of personality cannot be effected without a 
corresponding development of society. But 
it holds that such moral development and 
improvement of the i®dividual and of society 
can find no rational basis, and has no ra- 
tional end, save in the love of God.’’ 

< 

Christianity, has taught men brotherhood. 
Christians have not lived up to their own 
religion, but -nevertheless it has produced 
more brotherhood than all other religions, 
Hinduism denies human unity by its caste, 
Confucianism by ‘ifs pride, Mohammedan- 
ism by its’ bigotry. Kuenen disputes the 
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common idea that Buddhism repudiated caste 
and taught equality and he quotes the opin- 
ion of Oldenberg: ‘*We can understand 
how in our times Buddha should have had 
the réle ne to him of a social reformer 
who broke the oppressive chains of caste and 
won a place for the poor and humble in the 
a kingdom which he founded. But 
if any one would really sketch the work of 
Buddha, he must, for truth’s sake, distinctly 
deny that the glory of any such deed, under 
whatever form it may be conceived, really 
belongs to him,’’ 
bd 


And Christianity is the one religion which 
has taught the equality of woman with man, 
produced the unique institution of the Chris- 
tian home, and set the child as a matter of 
social and religious principle in the first 
place. ‘*To children,’’ as Uhlhorn says in 
**The Conflict of Christianity with Heathen- 
ism,’’ ‘*the gospel first gave their “rights. 
They, too, in antiquity were beyond the pale 
of the laws, A father could dispose of his 
children at will. If he did not wish to rear 
them, he could abandon or kill them, The 
law of the Twelve Tables expressly awarded 
to him this right, Plato and Aristotle ap- 
proved of parents’ abandoning weak and 
sickly children whom they were unable to 
support, or who could not be of any use to 
the state. Whoever picked up a child who 
had been deserted could dispose of it and 
treat it as a slave. The father’s power over 
his children was limitless; life and death 
were at his disposal, Christianity, on the 
contrary, taught parents that their children 
were a gift from God, a pledge entrusted to 
them, for which they were responsible to 
him, It spoke not merely of the duties of 
children, but also of the duties of parents ; 
and since it invested these, as representatives 
of God, with something of his majesty and 
honor, it appointed to them the lofty task of 
educating their baptized offspring as children 
of God, and for his kingdom.”’ 


And the non-Christian religions, including 
Old Testament Judaism, have been polygam- 
ous religions, Christianity is the one un- 
compromising monogamous religion, There- 
fore it has been the great creator of jhomes. 
Divorce which in our time threatens- the 
home is not a Christian institution. It is 
certain that our Lord never sanctioned it 
for more than one cause, unfaithfulness; and 
it is not certain that he sanctioned it at all. 


% 

The benefits which Christ brought can not 
be numbered, He brought forgiveness, 
cleansing from sin, light and immortality, 
the power of the new and risen life. More 
than all in him we find. 

Christianity has benefited even those who 
rejected it, They owed it even the freedom 
to reject it. 

It is Christ who has given us our God. 
Some claim the gift who disdain the giver. 

Is it just to enjoy benefits and not to re- 4 
cognize their origin and not to share them 
with all ? 


NEw York City. 
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Can You Answer These 
Questions ? 


By Samuel Scoville, Je. 






261. Of what eight heroes of the Old Testa- 
ment was it written that God was with 
them? 

262. What child carried in his name the 
memory of the lost glory of a nation ? 

263. What man’s family received the curse 
of early death and what was the sign 
given him that all of his descendants 
should die in the flower of their age ? 

264. What battle was preceded by a combat 
between twelve men on a side which 
resulted in the death of them all? 

265. What broken covenant caused the death 
of the descendants of the man that broke 
it? 

256. Psalm 29. 

257. Psalm 22 : 20, 

258. Samuel, when the Lord told him of the 
decom of Eli’s house (1 Sam. 3 : 10-14). 

259. Psalm 88, the psalm of despair; sup- 





posed by some commentators to have 
been written by a ieper. 


260. Elijah (1.Kings 17 : 1). 
* “PHILADELPHIA, 
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the Beloved (By William “4 


Habeeb 
Nelson, D.D.).—Nowhere are there to be 
found more earnest and devoted Christian 


ration in the stories of these heroic men 
and women who in the face of tion 
and persecution are seeking to advance the 
cause of Christ among their fellow-country- 
men. The church at home should know 
more about them, but unfortunately there is 
a lack of literature along this line, A hearty 
welcome should, therefore, be accorded 
Doctor Nelson’s little volume, in which, in 
a series of beautiful sketches, he not only 
»; portrays the life of a much-beloved native 
pastor in Syria, but gives vivid 4 sage of 
missionary work in an Oriental land. (The 
. Westminster Press, 75 cents.) 


One Girl’s Influence: A Memorial to 
Louise Stockton Andrews (By Robert E. 
Speer).—A new desire and determination to 
live the Christ-life which so predominated in 
this wholesome young girl’s worth-while life 
will Come to readets of this book. Louise 
Andrews’ Christian life showed that true 
religion is above all things a life of jo joy and 
gladness. Her striking prayer: ‘‘To live 
wherever Christ wishes to put me, as a sun- 
beam, not a cloud; and to. show Christ’s 
pre-eminence in every word and deed,’’ was 
answered. Mr. Speer has told the intimate 
details of the life, and has given some of 
Miss Andrews’ own letters, poems, and quota- 
tions she had copied in her Bible. The 
book is an ideal gift to any young woman, 
and is well adapted for reading aloud. (F. 
H. Andrews, Plainfield, N. J., 50 cents.) 


Pilgrims of the Lonely Road (By 
. Gaius Glenn Atkins).—Seven = well-known 
devotional books, starting with the ‘* Medi- 
itations '’ of Marcus Aurelius, and continuing 
through Augustine, Thomas & Kempis, Bun- 
yan and Newman to Tolstoy, are*'the °* pil- 
“Ogrims ”’ discussed in ‘this volume, With each 
i book the author records. some aspect of a 
common quest, pursued in spiritual loneli- 
ness by men following the road that has 
much the same end in view; and with the 
one exception of Marcus Aurelius it is 
thought that they express various aspects of 
Christianity. The studies seek to illustrate 
. certain determining principles in the experi- 
ences of men who set out to find liberty and 
peace. On all these books and authors Mr. 
Atkins has not a little to say that is intellec- 
tually suggestive and spiritually uplifting. 
But only in so far as these men were in line 
with the New Testament can their spiritual 
‘experiences be of permanent value. Thus 
Augustine, the authors of the ‘* Theologia 
Germanica’’ and John Bunyan, were infi- 
(mitely truer to Christianity than the rest of 
those treated in the book, and it would have 
been a great advantage to have had a much 
more critical and discriminating treatment of 
Thomas & Kempis, Newman, and Tolstoy. 
It is impossible to allow the fascination of 
Newntan and Tolstoy to blind our eyes to the 
fact that their lives stood for much that is 
wholly opposed to New Testament spiritual- 
ity. (Revell, $1.50 net.) 


A Quaker Grandmother (By Ray 
Strachey) is the. fond. tribute of a grand- 
daughter, herself already famous on the 
platform and in print, a Roman Catholic 
from. childhood, to her highly distinguished 
Quaker grandmother, who had large part in 
fearing her,—Hannah Whitall Smith, con- 
fessedly conspicuous among ‘‘ the formative 
religious influences of her time,’’ and widely 
known as ‘$a reformer, a philanthropist, an 
Orator, and an author whose books ’’—espe- 
cially ** The Christian’s Secret of a Happy 
Life’? and ‘* The Unselfishness of God ’’— 
*“*have been translated into every civilized 
and many an uncivilized tongue, and have 
steadily maintained an almost fabulous circu- 
lation.’? Such a book is inherently a phe- 
nomenon. Moreover, the author has done 
her work with signal skill, modesty, fidelity 
and brevity: there are only 144 wide-mar- 
gined pages of open print. These pages— 
largely made up from her own letters—un- 

~ fold the rare quality of their famous subject 
as disclosed in her personal life and her rela- 
fions with the young. It is a revelation, in 
@ most intimate and moving way, of a de- 
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lightful personality whom many thousands 
had already learned to love, and whom all 
will be the richer for knowing. . Also, the 
nese will here find a background useful in 


values of Han- 
oe Wied Sols remarkable wings 
(Revell, $1 net.) 


Development of R 


Thought in Ancient Reyot (B re Profesor 
ames Gor Breasted, Ph ). The author 
a marvelous intimac with the materials for 


such astudy as this book offers,—particularly |1 


the Pyramid Texts, the Book of the Dead, and 
the historical texts bearing upon the "reli- 
gious life-of Egypt. Unfortunately he pre- 
sup’ that in the history of man in the 
world there has been the development of the 
faculties of the soul according to the evolu- 
tionary theory, as well as the development 
of progress in the exercise of those faculties, 
which is subversive of the continuity of na- 
ture and requires constantl tring mira- 
cle. In its treatment of Eeyptian reli a 
the book almost entirely passes by the o 
ings in Egyptian religions practises, which 
were the most conspicuous phase of ‘that 
worship and most occupied the people them- 
selves, and it obscures the prominent 

that animals, birds, and reptiles hold in the 
worship of the Egyptians. Professor Breasted’s 
highly developed historical sense enables him 
to give sympathetic consideration to the re- 
ligious practises of a ‘people. This, of 
course, may sometimes lead one to write cer- 
tain things into the material in hand, but 
without it no one may understand Egyptian 
religion at all. By one who has’ ia mind 
such general facts as are here'‘noted; the 
book may be uséd with much profit. ((Serib- 
ners, $1.50.) 


The Child in the Midst . (By Mary 
Schauffler Labaree). — ‘This age has been 
rightly called the ‘*Age of Childhood.’’ 
Never before in the history of the world has 
the question of *‘ children’s rights ’’; occupied 
so large a share of public attention, Humani- 
tarians of all, classes—educators, physicians, 
jurists, labor leaders and Christian workers 
—are trying to solve the problem at home, 
and the attention of the Women’s Foreign 
Missionary societies has been focused upon 
it in its broadest.aspect by a study of child- 
life throughout the world, ‘The admirable 
text-book prepared for this purpose by Mrs. 
Labaree, an ex-foreign missionary who is now 
doing an invaluable work in this country, is 
not a book for children, but a book about 
children in all non-Christian lands. Its ac- 
curate statements, stirring facts and wealth 
of anecdote make it an intensely interesting 
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workers in church, sas na and social service ; 
and gives special missi paration for the foreign 
field. Each of these paren has its independent faculty 
aod its own institutional life, but together they form one 
tional institution with the unity of a com- 
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and wery readable book. Of the text-books 
ssued by the Central Committee on the | 
United Study of Foreign, Missions none 
makes a stronger appeal than this, nor offersa 
imore valuable or licstnets line of study 
(Central Committee on the United Study of | 
Foreign Missions, West Medford, Mass., | 
cloth 50 cents, paper 30 cents, postage, 8 
cents.) 


Our World Family (By Helen Douglas | 
Billings).—One of the best ways of laying 
the foundations of missionary interest in 
children is to give them a vivid sense of the | 
unity of childhood throughout the worl, 
This is the objective of the junior text-book 
that was prepared by Miss Billings for the 
Central Committee on United Study of For- 
eign Missions, In a series of seven studies 
on different phases of child life in all lands, 
the relationship of all children is established, 
and sympathy for the less favored ones im- 
planted. Though the missionary appeai is 
never forced, no opportunity is lost for pre- 
senting it. ‘Children will be interested in 
the little book, and grown-ups studying 
‘*The Child in the Midst ’’ will do well to 
consult it. (The Central Committee on the 
United Study of Foreign Missions, 25 cents, 
postage 4 cents.) 


Goodbird the Indian (By the Ree, Gil- 
bert L. Wilson).—Perhaps no race to whom 
the gospel has been preached has produced. 
more earnest and consecrated,, Christian 
leaders than the Redmen of North, America. 
One of these is Edward Goodbird, ..a: full- 
blooded Hidasta, who was. born!:in. heathen- 
ism, but is now an assistant.jin;,the,Jadian 

( Continued on next page): +\:«\ j 
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o! vivid recollections of nearly ninety years, The author knew “Aunt Fanny” 


THE BLIND HYMN-WRITER 


Fanny Crosby’s Story 
of Ninety-Four Years 


AS SHE TOLD IT TO'S. TRAVENA JACKSON 


Every one: keows the name of Fanny Crosby, and is familiar with her hymns and 
I songs. She was the author of over 8,000 immortal hymns. Who is there 
that has -n not heard and sung “ Rescue the Perishing,”’ 2 Draw Me Nearer, 
Nester, “ Safe in the Arms of Jesus,” and “ Saved by Grace'’? They are the 
"that will never die |: 
~"Patiny Crosby was a happy soul. All who knew her testify to her unfailing 
cheerfulness.” Duting her long life she met many celebrities;, In this book the 
blind ‘singer: tells her own story, drawing on an extraordinary memory for the 





intimately, for: more than twenty years, and it was during numerous visits to her 
home that she dictated the material here brought together. A book filled with 


memories. impressions, and reminiscences never before 
$1.00 postpaid 


related, forming a ‘fascinating record of one whose 
name is knowh wherever the English tongue is known. 
The Sunday School Times Company, 103: Wainut Street, ‘Philadelphia 











A Wrong Decision 


A Sunday-school teacher recently con- 
fessed, ‘‘1 cannot hold my class.” 


She’s wrong. She ‘‘ CAN”? hold her 
class. 


The Sunday School Times lesson helps 
will take the ‘‘ NOT ”’ out of “that con- 
fession. 


The Sunday School Times lesson helps 
tell ‘‘ WHAT ”’ and ‘* HOW ”’ to teach. 


if you have discouraged co-workers in 
your school, isn’t it time to introduce 
them. to the Times ? 


A three-weeks’ free trial of the paper 
will be sent to them and a limited num- 
ber of your friends elsewhere upon your 
recommendation, 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 


Ask for Book Department Catalogue 
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80 cents per line, $11.20 per inch, each 
insertion (fourteen lines to the inch), For 
detailed information address ‘The Religious 
Press Association, 901 Witherspoon Build- 
ing, Philadelphia, 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 





weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new subscribers, 
in the United States and Canada, These 
rates include postage : 

Five or more copies, either to 
$ 1.00 separate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one address, $1.00 each, per year, 

One copy, or any number of 
$ 1 -50 copies less than five, $1.50 each, 
per year, One copy, five years, $6.00. 

One free copy addi 
Free Copies tional will be allowed 
for every-ten copies paid for in a club at the 
$1.00 rate. 
FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

The Sunday School Times wili be sent to any of the 
countries embraced in the Universal Postal! Union at 
the following rate, which includes postage : 

One copy, one year, 6 shillings. 

Five or more copies, in a package to one address, 
5 shillings éach. 

For Great Britain, Mr. T. French Downie, 21 
Warwick Lane, London, E. C., will receive yearly 
or halt-yearly subscriptions at the above rate, the paper 
to be mailed direct from Philadelphia to the subscrib- 
ers. Mr, Downie can also supply the other publications 
of The Sunday School Times Company. 


The paper ts not sent to any subscriber beyond the 
time paid for, except by special request. 

Enough copies of any one issue of the paper to 
euable all the teachers of a school to examine it, 
will be sent free upon application. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TimEs Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa, 





“(A ‘One Book Library’ for 

Sunday Sigal Werkere 
How to Conduct 
a Sunday-School 


By MARION LAWRANCE 


Secretary of the International Sunday 
School Association. 





Rewritten and Revised. New edition. 
‘Thoroughly up-to-date. 


‘He is a wise worker who will 
adapt as well as adopt what he 
reads. These pages are filled 
with details, specific and prac- 
tical, for which a host of work- 
ers have longed and prayed. 
The book gives the cream of 
life-long experience and ob- 
servation. It will become a 
text-book for instruction and 
reference in many a Sunday- 
school, institute, assembly, 
college and seminary. In its 
concrete details lies its unique 
and practical service. Every 
superintendent, teacher, pas- 
tor, officer should own it.”’ 


$1.25 postpaid 


The Sunday School Times Co., 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 


-You’re Wanted 


WE WANT a representative in every community of the 
United States and Canada, who is so situated that a 
rt of his or her time can be devoted: to visiting the local 
nday-schools where The Sunday School Times is not now 
taken in clubs, introducing the paper to those who are not 
yet acquainted with it. 


A liberal commission will 
devote a considerable portion 
School Times extension work. 


If you are so situated that you would be able to 
ie work, will you po tale Department C, The 
School Times Co., ‘1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 
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(Continued from prece ) 
mission at Indepéndetice, Minnesota, Good- 
bird’s story, which formed the Junior Home 
Mission study book last y was taken 


down from his Own iio Sy oT 
m Mf, son, 
oT tiideapolis, wins 


and put into co 

has spent many suinin ofig the Indians, 
and is by adoption Goodbird’s breather. The 
stery is quaint and full of charm, and throws 


a Presbyterian 

much light on Indian customs and beliefs 
and methods of missionary work among 
them, Few will read it without an added 
interest in the Redmen and a greater desire 
to give them the gospel, The illustrations, 
pen and ink sketches by the author’s brother, 
Frederick N. Wilson, are of a high order, 
and add much to the book, (Revell, paper, 
25 cents net; boards, 40 cents net.) 


The Appeal of Medical Missions (By 
R. Fletcher Moorshead, F, R. G. S.).—So 
much interest attaches to medical missions, 
and they have come to be such an important 
phase .of missionary effort, that it seems 
strange that the literature on the subject is 
so limited, Less than a dozen volumes are 
listed in the bibliography prepared for the 
Edinburgh Conference in 1910, and few 
have been issued. since, . Dr, Moorshead’s 
book, therefore, fills a real need and is sure 
of a welcome, It contains a wealth of in- 
teresting facts and presents a clear and 
logical study of the entire subject that gives 


it great value as an logetic. ‘The author 
is an authority on suliect, being secre- 
tary to the Medigg xiliary of 


the English Baptist Missiona tiety and 
Baptist Zenana Migsi@n. net-) 






| Children at Home 












The Star Club . 
By Samuel Scoyiiie, Jr. 


h meéeting almost eve 





summer is ‘the ‘best time ‘to see . the 
stars, for it is cold work in winter, and in 
spring and fall the sky is apt to bé cloudy. 
The other night we took some steamer-rugs 
up to the top ofa little knoll near our place 
above the trees, and from there we explored 
the sky with.our,opera-glasses until long after 
the little-ups’ bed-time, . First we saw adull 
red star on the southeastern horizon, It rose 
between two faint ones, the three making a 
curved bow. The captain told us it was An- 
tares, the Heart of the Scorpion, and the red- 
dest star in the sky. It seemed a different 
colored red from the rose-red of Betelgeuse 
which we saw to the left of Orion’s belt in 
the winter-time, or the fire-red Aldebaran, 
the Eye of the Bull, which shone in winter 
just below the fuzzy Pleiades. 

The captain told us that the Scorpion when 
it lived was an insect ofan extremely disagree- 
able disposition, It used to live in the great 
Lernaean marsh, and once while Orion the 
Hunter was killing some monster or other 
there the Scorpion came up and stung him on 
his heel, although Orion wasn’t doing any- 
thing to him at all, Diana the Huntress put 
Orion in- the sky, but Apollo, her brother, 
who was a hunter himself and, of course, jeal- 
ous of all other hunters, went and put the 
Scorpion in the sky too, The captain said 
that Orion didn’t mind the Great Bear, the 
Little Bear, and the Bull and the two Dogs, 
or even the Dragon and the’ Hydra and the 
Serpent, but that he drew the line at Scorpi- 
ons. Whenever the Scorpion rises in the 
southeast, Orion always goes out of sight in 
the northwest. f 

Then. the captain told usa story about 
some people, called alchemists, who used to 
believe that iron could not be changed into 
gold except in the nine days when the sun 
shone in the Sign of the Scorpion. The cap- 
tain said that he himself found it just as hard 
to change anything into gold during those 
days as during the other three hundred and 
fifty-six days of the year. Then he showed 
us a black place like a hole in the sky not 
far from Antares, where there are no stars at 
all. He said that this was one of the ** coal- 
holes ’’ of the sky and seemed to lead to some 
other universe, and that there are forty-nine 
such holes to be found inche twhole'sky. An- 
other one of the grown-ups had ‘been ooking 





up the Scorpion, and she told us that it was 


iy sind Séorpion that frightened the horses 
the sun when Phaethon drove them, and 
that five nd mes ago the Akkadians 
used to it the Stinger; and that the color 
of the constellation was brown, and that 
astrologers believed that this constellation 
had special oversight over snakes, insects, 
plagues, and other bric-a-brac of that sort. 
‘The captain was quite surprised to find 
that one of the class knew so much more 
about the constellation than he did, and so 
when we came to the next one, which was 
Sagittarius the Archer, he told us lots of 
stories about it, In Sagittarius is the tiny 
dipper with the handle made of one star 
which is called the little milk-dipper, and 
which is always used in ladling out the milk 
of the Milky Way. In this constellation you 
can also see two bows, one with a broken 
arrow, and it is in the south not far from 
Scorpio, ‘Then he told us ail about who the 
Archer was before he went into the sky, and 
that he was Nyssus, one of the centaurs, who 
tried to run away with Hercules’ wife, and 
was killed by one of Hercules’ poisoned 
arrows, The other grown-up, who had been 
reading about astrology then told us that the 
old astrologers believed that any one who 
was born under the sign of Sagittarius would 
be married three times, would be fond of 
vegetables, and would make a_ wonderful 
tailor, and that the color of the Archer was 


‘¢ green sanguine,’’ 

Then we commenced to search through 
the Milky Way, that big white path which 
runs clear across the sky. In the center we 
found the great Northern Cross, with Deneb, 
the faintest of the first magnitude stars, 
shining im the tip, while far below was Al- 
bireo at the foot. This canstellation is also 
called 
Albiree is the liead and Deneh is the tail, 

Below the Northern Cross we found three 


two iginter.enes. This was the constellation 
of Aquila the Eagle, and the bright star is 
Altair. Across the other side of the Milky 


blue-white star with two faint stars below it, 
making a tiny triangle. This is the constella- 


damsel and the magpie bridge.. A sheplierd- 
boy and a princess in Korea fell in love with 
each other, ‘The father of the princess, 
however, did not approve of her marrying 
the shepherd, and he had her put up in the 
sky with a spinning-wheel on the farther side 
of a great  sky-river, while the shepherd- 
lioy was placed on the other side and could 
not cross, Vega is the princess and the 
other stars below her are the spinning-wheel, 
while Altair is the shepherd-boy on the other 
side of the river, which is the Milky Way. 

**Once a year,’’ said the grown-up, ‘all 
the magpies in Korea fly up to the Milky 
Way and make a bridge across so that the 
lovers can be together for one happy day in 
the year. ‘This happens on the seventh 
night of the seventh moon, and if a magpie 
is seen around by the Korean children at 
that time they throw stones at it, because it 
ought to be up in the sky helping the lovers, 
If it rains on that night the river rises and 
becemes too broad to be crossed by the mag- 
pie bridge, and the Chinese call such a 
night the rain of tears,’’ 

Close by Altair the captain showed us a 
tiny arrow made of faint little stars, and told 
us this was the constellation of Sagitta the 
Arrow. Not far from that was a faint dia- 
mond-shaped constellation, which is the 
Dolphin, or Job’s Coffin. Then we saw the 
beautiful Northern Crown, which is a per- 
fect half-circle of-stars, with a bright star in 
the center, known as Gemma, the Gem con- 





stellation, not-being far from Arcturus, the 
| big orange-yellow star, the brightest of all 
| the summer stars. Last of all, we found 
| near the handle of the Great Dipper a glim- 
| mering patch of tiny shimmering stars. This 
| is Berenice’s hair, She was an Egyptian 
| queen, and when her husband went warring 
| against the Ethiopians she promised to give 


| her hair to Aphrodite, the Goddess of Love, | 


| if he returned safe. He came back, and 
| Berenice kept her promise, and left her hair 
on the altar of the goddess. The next night 
it was gone, but ever since it has been seen 
shimmering and gleaming in the sky. This 
was a great honor, but the captain said that 
he bélieved Berenice would rather have had 
her hair than the honor. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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a curious shade of reddish-green called | 


nus the Swan, and then the faint | 


stars 4a @ gteaight line, one bright one and |’ 


Way, high up in the sky, is a magnificent | 


tion of Lyra, the Lyre, and the bright star is 
‘sphere, ‘Tien another one-of the grown-ups | 3 : 


told us ‘a Japanese story about the spinning; | 
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54 lessons in the great truths of the Scriptures. 
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| When’ answering advertisements, p 
mention The Senaey Scwoot Times. od mere 
PD 'VINITY COURSES AT HOME leading to B.D, 


also graduate degrees. Catalog. Write 
Burton, 


res. Oskaloosa College, Oskaloosa, lowa. 
POCONO MANOR INN . 
OPEN ALL THE YEAR. POCONO MANOR, PA. 


Under Quaker management ; 1,800 feet above sea 
lével ; 800 acres ; finest scenery in Pocono Moun 
tains; table, water and Friendly environment ; pri- 
vate baths; exhilarating golf, tennis and bowling ; 
ample garage ; fine stone roads. Attractive private 
cottages are also for rent for the season.M.E. 
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Anthony . 
Comstock 
Fighter 


‘By on 
Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Some Impressions of a Lifetime of 
Adventure in Conflict with 
the Powers of Evil. 























an authorized biography of this great 
fighter for purity. The story is one of 
life-and-death adventure, mordl and phys- 
ical heroism, and incomparable achieve- 
ment. During the more than thirty years 
in which Mr. Comstock has been working 
for the suppression of vice he has destroyed 
nearly fifty tons of vile books, over 25,000 
pounds of stereotype plates, two and a 
half million obscene pictures, and over 
12,000 negatives. The detailed account 
of how all this was done is a most thrilling 
and remarkable story. 


$1.25, postpaid 
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